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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Puerto Rico & MSCHE Sign New Agreement

The Puerto Rico Council on Higher Education (PRCHE), a state regulatory agency, and the Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) signed a new agreement in December 2003 to update the first agreement they signed in 1995.

The Memorandum of Understanding is designed to reduce the duplication of effort when the two organizations review and evaluate accredited public and private universities in Puerto Rico.

Since 1995, more than 12 institutions have participated in collaborative reviews, at least five more have asked to be considered for joint reviews, and several more are working toward being eligible for future reviews.

The Memorandum reaffirms the principles of the original agreement, but it provides greater clarity and specificity about the structures and processes that will be used.

It includes a checklist for collaborative reviews that details the sequence of events. It also includes a reference guide for developing an agreement between the institution to be evaluated and the two organizations, detailing the parameters of the process, issues to be included in a review, and the conditions and terms to which all parties can agree.

The 2003 Memorandum was developed under the leadership of Sandra Espada- Santos, legal counsel to the PRCHE and a 2003 MSCHE Fellow. She also was the lead contributor translating into Spanish the MSCHE standards in Characteristics of Excellence in Higher Education. This translation then was reviewed by Ms. Maria Eugenia Hidalgo, a professional translator; by representatives of several accredited institutions, including Professor Alicia Iguina, Dean of Academic Affairs, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus; Dr. Aristides Cruz, Dean of Academic Affairs, and Professor Elsa Gilbes, Coordinator, Curriculum and Faculty Development, at the Universidad Central del Caribe; by Ms. Yolanda Diaz, Administrative Assistant, PRCHE; and by Dr. George Santiago, Jr., Executive Associate Director, MSCHE.

In addition, Espada prepared a comparative analysis of the PRCHE and MSCHE standards, illustrating the extent to which the requirements of each organization are met by the standards of the other organization and the areas of inquiry that are unique to each and do not explicitly overlap. 

Spring Workshops Focus on Revised PRR Process

Institutions scheduled to submit their Periodic Review Reports (PRRs) in June 2005 or June 2006 have been invited to send representatives to workshops that the Commission will sponsor in Philadelphia, New York City, and San Juan during March and April 2004. All institutions submitting the PRR in June 2005 and thereafter will be required to use the recently revised PRR process.

The revisions streamline the process and make it easier for institutions to utilize existing documents in fulfilling the report requirements. The revisions also make the PRR process fully compatible with the accreditation standards adopted in 2002. 

The revised (ninth) edition of the Handbook for Periodic Review Reports provides more detailed guidance to PRR reviewers and to finance associates. Institutions submitting the PRR in June 2004 will still be using the eighth edition of the Handbook and will follow the process and format described in that edition. During a transition period that will extend to 2009, institutions will be preparing their PRRs based on self-studies that were developed under the 1994 accreditation standards. It would not be appropriate to expect these institutions 

to document fully, within the PRR, their compliance with the revised accreditation standards.

However, the Commission strongly encourages institutions to use the language and terminology of the revised accreditation standards, particularly when reporting their progress and actions in response to recommendations in the prior self-study and team report.
Standard 7 (Institutional Assessment) and Standard 14 (Assessment of Student Learning) also may serve as useful guides to institutions as they report on the current status of outcomes assessment on their campuses. Such usage will help campuses become more familiar with the 2002 standards and be better positioned for the subsequent self-study and evaluation.

Reauthorization Update

The higher education community has been developing proposals to submit to the U.S. Congress as it considers amending the Higher Education Act. The Middle States Commission on Higher Education has contributed to these proposals with suggestions from member institutions, accrediting organizations, and others.


The Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions (C-RAC), an informal organization of all regional accreditors, reports that during 2003, most of the progress on reauthorization of the Act occurred in the U.S. House of Representatives. The House Committee on Education and the Workforce held nearly a dozen hearings on the subject.

House Republicans have introduced several separate bills amending various titles of the Act. However, there has been no separate bill so far addressing student aid under Title IV and accreditation.

House bills on International Studies, Graduate Education, and FIPSE were referred to the Senate.


Several House Democrats also introduced bills, including one by Rep. Miller (D-CA) on expanding education opportunities and another by Rep. Andrews (D-NJ) addressing distance education issues.

Senator Kennedy (D-MA) introduced a fairly comprehensive bill focused primarily on expanding educational opportunities, teacher quality, and strengthening higher education institutions. Sen. Enzi (R-WY) introduced a bill on distance education.

The Year Ahead

The second session of the 108th Congress will be overshadowed by presidential politics that will be a significant challenge for progress on any legislation. However, both parties appear to be interested in completing Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act this year.

In the House, Republicans are expected to introduce a proposal early in the session that will affect student aid and accreditation. They also may begin moving some of the remaining bills out of committee and to the Floor in the first few months. Given the controversy in the remaining bills, some observers believe that the House could combine them into a single package.

In the Senate, according to top aides, there is still hope for a bipartisan bill. On the other hand, this may not be possible if Sen. Kennedy insists on vastly expanding the direct loan program.

The first significant action in the Senate is expected to be a hearing on the subject of accreditation, promoted largely by Sen. Sessions (R-AL).

MSCHE members should continue to contact Commission staff with questions or suggestions. 

Commission Announces New Appointments and Elections

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education has appointed several new members of the Commission and elected two new Trustees for the Middle States Association.

The Commission appointed Dr. Danielle Carr Ramdath, Program Officer for Higher Education at The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation in New York City, to serve to serve as a public representative on the Commission. She was a member of the Institute for Advanced Study, School of Mathematics, and was the Clare Boothe Luce Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Bryn Mawr College. She earned her Masters degree and Doctorate in Mathematics from Duke University. 

Dr. Carr Ramdath began service on  January 1, 2004. She will be eligible to stand for election in Fall 2004 to complete the remaining two years of a three-year term. She replaces Dr. Carmen Neuberger, who was ineligible to continue as a public representative when she became a visiting professor at George Washington University.

In addition, in October 2003, member institutions elected the following individuals to serve on the Commission for the period January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2006:  Mr. Walter Chambers, Retired Assistant Vice President of Bell Atlantic, public member; Dr. James Maher, Senior Vice Chancellor & Provost, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Michael Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research and Planning, University of Delaware; Dr. Claudio Prieto, Chancellor, Inter American University of Puerto Rico, Metropolitan Campus; Dr. Elaine Ryan, President, College of Southern Maryland; and Dr. Carol Scheman, Vice President of Government, Community, and Public Affairs, University of Pennsylvania. 

Elections to MSA Board of Trustees

At its meeting November 19-20, 2003, the Commission on Higher Education elected Sr. Mary Reap, President of Marywood University, to serve as the Second Vice President of the Middle States Association Board of Trustees. Sr. Mary served on the Commission from 1998 through 2003. She replaces Dr. Robert Parilla, who resigned in October 2002. She will become president of the Board in 2005. 

The Commission also elected Msgr. David Rubino, Ph.D., Special Assistant to the President at Seton Hill University, to the Board from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2006.

He will become Second Vice President of the MSA Trustees on January 1, 2006.

Nomination Forms Mailed

The Commission on Higher Education invites member institutions to nominate individuals to serve on the Commission. A nomination form and a list of current Commissioners has been mailed to presidents of member institutions.
The Commission anticipates three vacancies on the Commission in 2004, and four Commissioners are eligible to serve a second term. This year, the Commission seeks faculty nominations in particular.

Individuals can expect to spend at least 15-16 days each year on Commission business, including attending Commission meetings and service on accreditation committees.
The Committee on Membership will consider the nominations and forward its recommendations to the Commission for its consideration in June. The election will be conducted in Fall 2004. 

When making nominations, institutions are asked to keep in mind that all points of view should be represented and that there should be a balance of faculty and administrators. In addition, please consider the geographic distribution and institutional type of the nominees in the context of those already serving on the Commission. Evaluation team experience is helpful, though not required.

The Committee also requests a copy of the resume or bio for each nominee, but a letter of nomination is not necessary. Please direct questions to Associate Director Mary Beth Kait (mbkait@msache.org).

Burnett Named Maryland Secretary

Dr. Calvin Burnett, former president of Coppin State College, has been appointed Secretary of Education for the State of Maryland. Dr. Burnett served as a Middle States commissioner from 1987 to 1992.

February Begins Data Collection for 2003-04 Institutional Profile

The 2003-04 Institutional Profile is ready for data collection. The collection period opened on February 16 and will close on April 2.

Commission staff sent an e-mail notice to everyone who completed the form last year, in addition to sending a memo to the president. Institutions that have had changes in the staff member responsible for the IP should notify Mr. Tze Joe at tjoe@msache.org.

The fields used in the IP for 2003-04 are substantially unchanged from the previous year, except for the Financial section and changes in the procedure for adding new Key Contacts. In addition, many of the fields that cannot be changed without special Commission approval are now read-only in the IP.

There are clarifications in the Instructions to make the definitions for some items more precise, including Regional, National, and Specialized Accreditation; Instructional Personnel; 

and Study Abroad, Branch Campuses, and Additional Locations.

Technical explanations for using the hardware and software are now included 

in an illustrated User’s Guide.

Blank forms, the Instructions, the User’s Guide, and the Thin Client software for gaining access to the database are now available from the Download Center, located under Members & Candidates/Filing the IP at www.msache.org.

2003 Annual Conference Featured
Challenging Keynote Speakers and Expanded Services

The 2003 Middle States Annual Conference, which was held at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel downtown on December 8-9, continued to attract approximately 700 people for the third consecutive year—a significant increase over the traditional attendance of about 400. 

Four keynote speakers led the program with challenging remarks. They included:

Dr. Calvin O. Butts III, President, State University of New York, College at Old Westbury, who addressed the Presidents' Breakfast.

Dr. George D. Kuh, Chancellor's Professor of Higher Education, Indiana University-Bloomington, discussed lessons from the National Survey of Student Engagement in the context of strengthening institutional accountability for learning.

Dr. David Ward, President, American Council on Education, spoke of values in conflict: higher education and the new international imperative.

Mr. Walter Isaacson, President and CEO, The Aspen Institute, closed the conference with a talk on Benjamin Franklin and education. Mr. Isaacson also signed copies of his book, Benjamin Franklin: An American Life, which were on sale at the conference by Borders bookstore in Philadelphia.

Over a dozen panel sessions covered such topics as strategic planning, information literacy, the first-year experience, prior learning assessment, adult learning assessment, and balancing academics and athletics.

One of the panels was a plenary session on Learning in an Era of Accountability. Participants then moved into four breakout groups to discuss the implications of the topic from the perspectives of access to higher education, preserving uniqueness of mission, accountability at private institutions, and the impact of federal accountability.

A major feature of the 2003 conference expanded the Breakfast Roundtable and exhibits concept piloted last year in Washington, DC.

An exhibit hall at the Marriott was designated "The Networking Center" and contained:

· A buffet breakfast, approximately 20 tables with designated topics for discussion
· Open discussion tables with no topics
· An Assessment Clinic at which volunteer experts scheduled appointments to discuss institution-specific issues of assessment planning, implementation, and evaluation
· An Institutional Profile Clinic at which a consultant and a MSCHE staff made presentations and discussed institution-specific concerns about the online filing of the Commission's required data gathering instrument
· Eight booths for poster sessions at which institutions presented their best practices on such topics as information literacy, assessment, and continuous improvement
· An Internet Café with three terminals and a printer
· A bookstore and reading area
· A free coat check

The conference also featured for the first time an online evaluation. Participants who registered received an e-mail that directed them to a special site for completing the online evaluation.

The expanded conference format will be continued in 2004 when the conference will be held at the Loews Philadelphia Hotel.

A call for proposals will be mailed in February, and information will be available on the Commission's website at www.msache.org. 

Commission Actions

November 19-20 and December 10, 2003

A “Statement of Accreditation Status” (SAS) is available for each institution listed below. The SAS is the official public record of each institution’s current status and recent accreditation history, and it provides a context for Commission actions. Submit requests in writing to the Executive Director, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.

Commission actions also are available on the Commission's website at www.msache.org within 30 days of a scheduled Commission meeting.

Part I: Actions Taken by the Commission at Its Meeting on November 19-20, 2003

Candidate for Accreditation Status Granted:  

Gibbs College, NJ

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, PA

Lancaster General College of Nursing and Health Sciences, PA

Open University, United Kingdom

Won Institute of Graduate Studies, PA

Candidate for Accreditation Show Cause Continued:

Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Withdrawal from Candidate for Accreditation Status:

University College of Criminal Justice of Puerto Rico

Accreditation Reaffirmed via Periodic Review Report:  

Adirondack Community College, NY

The American University in Cairo, Egypt

American University of Paris, France

Berkeley College, NY

Brookdale Community College, NJ

Carnegie Mellon University, PA

Centro de Estudios Avanzados de Puerto Rico y el Caribe, PR

City University of New York - Borough of Manhattan Community College, NY

City University of New York - City College, NY

City University of New York - York College, NY

Clarkson University, NY

Colgate University, NY

The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, NY

Coppin State College, MD

County College of Morris, NJ

The Curtis Institute of Music, PA

DeSales University, PA

Duquesne University, PA

Garrett College, MD

Geneva College, PA

The George Washington University, DC

Gloucester County College, NJ

Grove City College, PA

Herkimer County Community College, NY

Joint Military Intelligence College, DC

The Juilliard School, NY

Kutztown University of Pennsylvania

Lafayette College, PA

Lehigh Carbon Community College, PA

Lehigh University, PA

Lincoln University, PA

Manhattan School of Music, NY

Manor College, PA

Maria College of Albany, NY

Mohawk Valley Community College, NY

Montgomery College - Germantown Campus, MD

Montgomery College - Rockville Campus, MD

Montgomery College - Takoma Park Campus, MD

Moravian College, PA

Morgan State University, MD

New York Institute of Technology, NY

Onondaga Community College, NY

Pace University, NY

Paul Smith’s College, NY

Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

St. Joseph’s College, NY

St. Lawrence University, NY

Saint Vincent College and Seminary, PA

Stevens Institute of Technology, NJ

Sussex County Community College, NJ

Syracuse University, NY

Tompkins Cortland Community College, NY

University of the Sacred Heart, PR

University of Scranton, PA

Utica College, NY

Villa Julie College, MD

Villa Maria College of Buffalo, NY

Warren County Community College, NJ 

Wilson College, PA

Warning Issued:

Hood College, MD 

Warning Removed:   

Felician College, NJ

Probation:  

Touro College, NY

Substantive Change:

Alternative Delivery Method

Brookdale Community College, NJ

Camden County College, NJ

Chesapeake College, MD

Clinton Community College, NY

Georgian Court College, NJ

Onondaga Community College, NY

State University of New York - College at Plattsburgh, NY

State University of New York - College of Technology at Delhi, NY

Union County College, NJ

Westmoreland County Community College, PA

Wor-Wic Community College, MD

New Degree Level

Corcoran College of Art and Design, DC

D’Youville College, NY

Elizabethtown College, PA

Inter American University of Puerto Rico - Aguadilla

Philadelphia University, PA

Sistema Ana G. Mendez - Universidad del Turabo

State University of New York - College at Old Westbury

University College of San Juan, PR
Additional Location   

Alfred University, NY

The American University, DC

Anne Arundel Community College, MD

Carnegie Mellon University, PA

Centenary College, NJ

The College of Saint Rose

Elizabethtown College, PA

Frederick Community College, MD

Georgian Court College, NJ

Indiana University of Pennsylvania

Keuka College, NY

Lehigh Carbon Community College, PA

Montclair State University, NJ

Salisbury University, MD

State University of New York - College of Technology at Delhi

Change in Mission

Inter American University of Puerto Rico - Aguadilla

New Program

Corcoran College of Art and Design, DC

D’Youville College, NY

Inter American University of Puerto Rico - Aguadilla

Montclair State University, NJ

Sistema Ana G. Mendez  - Universidad del Turabo

New Branch Campus

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez - Universidad del Este, PR

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez - Universidad Metropolitana, PR

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez - Universidad del Turabo, PR

Follow-up Reports/ Candidate Reports/Visits/ Developments:  

[(*) Reference to these institutions appears more than once in the Summary of Actions. Reports and/or visits were required prior to CHE action.]

American College, PA

American University, DC

American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Atlantic Cape Community College, NJ

Baltimore Hebrew University, MD

Berkeley College, NJ

Bradley Academy for the Visual Arts, PA

Central Pennsylvania College, PA

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania

Daemen College, NY

Electronic Data Processing College of Puerto Rico

Escuela de Artes Plasticas de Puerto Rico

*Felician College, NJ

Five Towns College, NY

Fulton-Montgomery Community College, NY

*Gibbs College, NJ

*Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, NY

*Hood College, MD

Houghton College, NY

Hudson County Community College, NJ

Huertas Junior College, PR

Keuka College, NY

*Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, PA

*Lancaster General College of Nursing and Health Sciences, PA

LaSalle University, PA

Lutheran Theological Seminary - Gettysburg, PA

Montgomery County Community College, PA

New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJ

Niagara County Community College, NY

*Open University, United Kingdom

Pittsburgh Technical Institute, PA

Potomac College, DC

Raritan Valley Community College, NJ

Rider University, NJ

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, NY

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez - Universidad del Este, PR

State University of New York at Albany

State University of New York - College at Brockport, NY

State University of New York - College of Technology at Farmingdale, NY

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, PA

*Touro College, NY

Ulster County Community College, NY

Union County College, NJ

*University College of Criminal Justice of Puerto Rico

University College of San Juan, PR

University of Maryland Eastern Shore, MD

University of Puerto Rico - Mayaguez, PR

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, PA

West Chester University of Pennsylvania

*Won Institute of Graduate Studies, PA

Part II: Subsequent Actions by the Commission’s Executive Committee on December 10, 2003

Follow-up Reporting: 

Hood College, MD:

The Executive Committee approved the request by Hood College for reconsideration of the (warning) action taken by the Commission at its November 19-20, 2003.

Candidate for Accreditation Show Cause:

Center for Advanced Manufacturing & Technology (CAMtech), PA. 

Staff Donates School Supplies to Iraq Village

Staff at MSCHE donated money voluntarily as a Christmas project to send school supplies for elementary school children, after hearing a program on National Public Radio last fall about the start of school in Iraq.

Staff at the Commission on Elementary Schools, the Commission on Secondary Schools, and other friends also contributed. MSCHE paid the shipping costs so that individual donations could be used to purchase supplies.

Commissioner Denis Clift identified a contact person at the U.S. Army Central Command in Iraq, and MSCHE sent several large boxes of pencils, notebooks, crayons, watercolor paints, and other supplies suitable for elementary children.

Major Eric Murray of the U.S. Army Civil Affairs Office distributed the supplies to the Al Shamookh Village for the Disabled. The village contains 150 families of the totally disabled veterans of the Iran-Iraq war.
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