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Substantive Changes Get Speedier Review
The Commission has created a new process that will provide quicker responses on Asubstantive changes@ that institutions seek to introduce.

The Commission must approve those changes prior to implementation, because they are not included automatically within the scope of an institution=s accreditation.

When an institution is accredited or reaffirmed, the accreditation is based on conditions existing at the time of the Commission=s action.

Subsequently, institutions have an obligation to keep the Commission apprised of plans for proposed changes that significantly alter the operations or status of the institution.

Therefore, written requests to approve substantive changes must be accompanied by current information about the institution in order for the Commission to evaluate the proposed changes.

The new committee to review substantive changes is composed of presidents from member institutions, chief academic officers, and faculty.

The committee will meet frequently by conference calls. They will act on behalf of the Commission for most types of changes. They also may refer some changes to the full Commission, which meets three times each year, for a decision.

Institutions should report proposed changes that:

· significantly alter the mission, goals, or objectives of the institution;

· alter the legal status, form of control, or ownership;

· establish instruction constituting at least 50% of a degree program in a significantly different format/method of delivery;

· establish instruction at a new degree or credential level;

· replace clock hours with credit hours;

· increase substantially the number of clock or credit hours awarded for successful completion of a program;

· establish instruction constituting at least 50% of a degree program at a new geographic location;

· relocate the primary campus or an existing branch campus;

· otherwise affect significantly the institution=s ability to continue the support of existing and proposed programs.

Full details of the policy statement are available at www.msache.org/subs.html.

Accreditors Receive Pew Grant To Promote Student Learning
All of the eight regional accrediting commissions are collaborating, through a project funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts, to examine the appropriate role of institutional accreditors in the assessment of student learning.

The project will help the regions identify more creative and effective approaches to examining evidence of student learning as a major factor in accreditation.

The Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) is administering the grant on behalf of the regional accreditors.

Dr. Jon Wergin, the principal investigator of the project, representing CHEA, met recently with the senior staff members at each of the eight regional accrediting commissions. He is professor of educational studies at Virginia Commonwealth University.

Three commissioners joined MSCHE staff for a meeting with Wergin on August 22nd: Dr. Judith Gay, Vice Chair of the Commission; Dr. Stuart Steiner, Genesee Community College; and Dr. Mark Jacobs, Swarthmore College.

The group discussed various perspectives on the capabilities of regional accreditors to focus on student learning and the challenges that lie ahead.

The project should yield a joint statement from the eight commissions on principles for examining evidence of student learning. It also may result in several publications for colleges and universities and for evaluators.

The final report from CHEA is due by April 15, 2002.

Revised Standards Mailed For Member Comments
The August draft of the proposed revisions to the standards in Characteristics of Excellence in Higher Education is available on the web at www.msache.org/special.html.

It has been mailed to all members for comment. The draft reflects member input during 10 meetings hosted throughout the region in the spring, from the June Commission meeting, and other written comments. Over 500 individuals, representing more than one‑half of the institutions in the region, attended the regional sessions.

Consistent with the guiding principles adopted at the outset of the standards review process, greater flexibility has been introduced by giving more attention to important functions and less attention to defining what the structures must be to accomplish those functions.

The 14 standards have been reordered and organized into two subsections: AInstitutional Context@ and AEducational Effectiveness,@ and each of the two subsections concludes with an assessment standard.

A memo explaining the changes is available online at www.msache.org/revise.html.

Another draft will be online in November. Members then will vote on the standards, which will be published in 2002 for institutions starting self‑study and having evaluations in 2003‑04.

Annual Conference
The Accreditation and Quality Assurance (AQA) conference for the Middle States region will be held in Baltimore, MD, on December 3‑4 at the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel.

The theme of the conference is AToward Excellence in Learning.@ Most of the topics involve developing learning outcomes and assessment.

AToward Excellence in Learning@
Interpreting the New Accreditation Standards

December 3B4, 2001

Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel, Baltimore, MD

Opening Plenary Speaker:
· Dr. Peter T. Ewell, NCHEMS

Concurrent Sessions:
· Creating a Culture of Assessment

· Accountability for Institutional Effectiveness

· Creating Learning‑centered Institutions

· Trustees and Institutional Governance

· Designing an Assessment Program

· Critical Thinking, Problem‑solving & Writing

· Technology in Teaching and Learning

· Ensuring Quality on the Extended Campus

· Developing Learning Outcomes

· Responding to Multiple Agency Requirements for Assessment

· Implementing Characteristics 2002

· Planning and Budgeting for Learning and Assessment

· Distance Learning: Evolving into Distributed Learning

· Diverse Learning Styles: Implications for Teaching and Assessment

Closing Plenary Speaker:

· Dr. Alexander Astin, UCLA 

Online registrations: www.msache.org/symp.html.

Kershenstein Appointed Commissioner
The Commission appointed Dr. Karen W. Kershenstein to complete an unexpired term as a public member of the Commission. She will be eligible to stand for election in fall 2002 to her own term beginning in January 2003.

She is the president of KWK Enterprises, which provides consulting services to accrediting organizations, higher education institutions, and the postsecondary education community.

Kershenstein most recently was director, accreditation and state liaison, Office of Postsecondary Education (OPE), U.S. Department of Education, for four years. She had been at OPE since 1991.

Previously, she held education‑related duties with the U.S. Department of Army.

Before joining government, she was academic dean at Trinity College in the District of Columbia.

Kershenstein earned a Ph.D. in physics from Georgetown University. 

Baenninger Joins MSCHE Staff

Dr. MaryAnn Baenninger joined the Commission staff in August as Executive Associate Director.

She has 12 years of teaching and leadership experience in higher education. Previously, she was assistant professor and associate professor at The College of New Jersey; and she was assistant professor at Philadelphia University and at Washington College, Maryland.

She will be consulting with institutions throughout the self‑study and peer‑review process and assuming major responsibility for coordinating the Commission=s increasing emphasis on student learning and assessment in the accreditation process.

Baenninger=s experience  includes serving on the Executive Board and as a facilitator for the Council on Undergraduate Research.

She has published in and served as a peer reviewer for such publications as the Journal of Experimental Child Psychology and Child Development.

Baenninger holds a B.A. and a Ph.D. in psychology from Temple University and a certificate in Higher Education Administration from Bryn Mawr Institute for Women.

Save the Date:
Learning Outcomes and Assessment
A Conference for Chief Academic Officers

Implementing Characteristics 2002

March 21‑22, 2002

Philadelphia, PA
MSCHE Approves Transfer of Credit Guidelines
At is June meeting, the Commission unanimously endorsed a statement on ATransfer and the Public Interest,@ from the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).

CHEA reviewed the accreditation and transfer policies and found that all regional accreditors specifically state that transfer policies should be based on the content of the course, regardless of the provider or accreditor.

Transfer of credit is addressed in Standard VIII: Student Admissions and Standard XI: Educational Offerings of the proposed revisions to Characteristics of Excellence (August draft).

CHEA will continue its dialogue with institutional and regional accreditors to identify good practices in the transfer of credit b that may be useful to others. It also will develop a strategy for providing more and better information to students and the public about transfer.

Transfer became an issue when specialized accreditors sought regulatory relief that would require institutions to accept credits from any other type of institution and would eliminate any restrictions based on accreditation.

Website Materials Expanded
The availability and popularity of the Internet now makes it feasible for the Commission to use the web as it primary medium for announcements.

Accreditation actions, new initiatives, and notices of third‑party comment will be among the items that require broad public distribution.

The web will better meet the new federal requirement that Commission actions be published within 30 days.

The web also will be used more extensively to support the training and updating of evaluators and team chairs.

Some publications are already online, and the Commission will continue to publish others in print.

Next Institutional Profile To Include Carnegie Classifications
Institutions now can select the Carnegie classification to which they are assigned and report it to the Commission on the next annual Institutional Profile (formerly called the AIP).

The IP will be online for preview and registration in January 2002. Data collection opens January 28 and continues through March 8.

The nine categories provide greater flexibility than the six that the Commission used in prior years.

The Carnegie classifications for 2000 focus on the number of degrees institutions offer at various levels and more fairly distinguish among institutions.

The new classifications will appear in the Commission=s directory, next published in fall 2002.

For more information about the Carnegie classifications, visit: www.carnegiefoundation.org/

Classification/CIHE2000/defNotes/Definitions.html. 

Public May Submit Third‑Party Comments
The Commission is scheduled to review the accreditation of 65 institutions in five states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico during academic year 2001‑02.

Individuals who wish to address an institution=s ability to meet the standards for accreditation may submit third‑party comments to the Commission.

A list of institutions scheduled for the next three years is on the web, by year of next review and by state, at www.msache.org/nextrev.html.

The standards are published in Characteristics of Excellence (1994 edition) at www.msache.org/pubs.html.

Commission Actions: June 21, 2001
A AStatement of Accreditation Status@ is available for each institution listed below. Submit requests in writing to the Executive Director, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.
The Commission on Higher Education took the following actions at its meeting on June 21, 2001:

Request to Apply for Candidacy Granted
[4 institutions]
American University of Rome, Italy

Columbia College, PR

Delaware College of Art and Design, DE

Huertas Junior College, PR
Candidate for Accreditation Status Granted
[2 institutions]
American University of Beirut

Globe Institute of Technology, NY
Accreditation Reaffirmed via Evaluation Visit
[35 institutions]
Barnard College, NY
Bowie State University, MD
Briarcliffe College, NY

Capitol College, MD

Caribbean University, PR

Columbia‑Greene Community College, NY

Cumberland County College, NJ

Delaware County Community College, PA

Drew University, NJ

Essex County College, NJ

Gallaudet University, DC

Hamilton College, NY

Holy Family College, PA

Jamestown Community College, NY

Kean University, NJ

Luzerne County Community College, PA

Lycoming College, PA

Peirce College, PA

Saint Mary=s Seminary and University, MD

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, NY

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania, PA

Southeastern University, DC

State University of New York, NY ‑ College of Agriculture and Technology at Cobleskill, NY

State University of New York, NY ‑ College of Technology at Farmingdale, NY

State University of New York at New Paltz, NY

State University of New York College at Old Westbury, NY

University of Delaware, DE

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Bayamon University College, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Medical Sciences Campus, PR

Villanova University, PA

Wagner College, NY

West Chester University of Pennsylvania, PA

Westminster College, PA

Wilkes University, PA

William Paterson University of New Jersey, NJ
Reaffirmation of Accreditation Deferred
[1 institution]

ICPR Junior College, PR
Accreditation to Cease
[2 institutions]

The College of Insurance, NY  (Became a campus of St. John=s University, June 1, 2001)
Marymount College, NY (Consolidated with Fordham University, July 1, 2002)
Follow‑up Reports/ Candidate Reports/Visits/ Developments
[79 institutions]

[(*) Reference to these institutions appears more than once in the Summary of Actions. 

Reports and/or visits were required prior to CHE action.]
Adelphi University, NY

The American College, PA

*American University of Beirut

The American University of Paris, France

*American University of Rome, Italy
Audrey Cohen College, NY
Baltimore Hebrew University, MD

Baltimore International College, MD

Berkeley College, NY

Burlington County College, NJ

California University of PA

Canisius College, NY

The Catholic University of America, DC

Chatham College, PA

City University of New York ‑ Bronx Community College, NY

City University of NY ‑ Herbert H. Lehman College, NY

City University of New York ‑ Queensborough Community College, NY

Clarion University of Pennsylvania, PA

College Misericordia, PA

*The College of Insurance, NY

College of Southern Maryland, MD

*Columbia College, PR

Community College of Allegheny County, PA

The Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, NY

Corning Community College, NY

*Delaware College of Art and Design, DE

Drexel University, PA

Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ

Fordham University, NY

Georgian Court College, NJ

*Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Harford Community College, MD

Howard University, DC

*Huertas Junior College, PR

LaRoche College, PA

Luzerne County Community College, PA

Marist College, NY

*Marymount College, NY

MCP Hahnemann University, PA

Mercy College, NY

Montclair State University, NJ

Mount Saint Mary=s College, MD

Neumann College, PA

New York Institute of Technology, NY

Northampton County Area Community College, PA

Northwest Pennsylvania Technical Institute, PA

Nyack College, NY

Philadelphia University, PA

Practical Bible College, NY

Pratt Institute, NY

Raritan Valley Community College, NJ

Rochester Institute of Technology, NY

St. Elizabeth College of Nursing, NY

St. Francis College, NY

Saint Joseph=s Seminary, NY

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez Universidad del Turabo, PR

*Southeastern University, DC

State University of New York ‑ College at Potsdam, NY

State University of New York ‑ Institute of Technology at Utica/Rome, NY

Technical Career Institutes, Inc., NY

Touro College, NY

Towson University, MD

Trocaire College, NY

Unification Theological Seminary, NY

Union Theological Seminary, NY

University of Baltimore, MD

University of Maryland ‑ College Park, MD

University of Maryland ‑ University College, MD

University of Rochester, NY

University of the Arts, PA

Utica College, NY

Villa Maria College of Buffalo, NY

Washington Theological Union, DC

Washington and Jefferson College, PA

Waynesburg College, PA

Wells College, NY

Wesley College, DE

Westminster Theological Seminary, PA

*Wilkes University, PA
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