CHE Letter, Fall 2002
The newsletter of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education
Parilla to Join MSA Trustees as 2nd VP
Chambliss Appointed MSCHE Commissioner
CHEA & USED Review MSCHE
Panel to Advise on Information Literacy
Update: Commission Activities Make Progress
International Pilot
Assessment Handbook
Assessment Website
Non-credit/Non-degree
New Processes for Accreditation
Technology in Evaluator Training
Commission Actions: June 27, 2002
MSCHE Sponsors Workshop and Reception at AAHE Conference
CSS Appoints Nicklas as ED
New Dues Approved 

Parilla to Join MSA Trustees as 2nd VP

Robert E. Parilla, a former MSCHE commissioner and President Emeritus of Montgomery College, Maryland, was elected Second Vice President of the Middle States Assocation Board of Trustees.

His term begins January 1, 2003, and he is in line to become president in 2005. Parilla served as a MSCHE commissioner from 1987 to 1993.

Chambliss Appointed MSCHE Commissioner

The Commission voted in June to appoint Professor Daniel F. Chambliss to complete the unexpired term of Commissioner Dr. Saul K. Fenster, who retired as president of New Jersey Institute of Technology.

Chambliss is the Christian A. Johnson Excellence in Teaching Professor of Sociology at Hamilton College, New York.

He has taught at Hamilton in various positions since 1981 and served as chair of the Department of Sociology from 1993 to 1999.

He will be eligible to stand for election to his own full term which could begin in 2003. 
CHEA & USED Review MSCHE To Renew Recognition

The Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) and the U.S. Department of Education (USED) both reviewed the Middle States Commission on Higher Education for its continued recognition as a regional accrediting organization.

The Committee on Recognition of CHEA, the non‑governmental organization to which MSCHE is accountable, reviewed the MSCHE application at a hearing on March 18, 2002. It granted recognition for a period of five years, the maximum period available.

The MSCHE also submitted a petition for recognition to the U.S. Department of Education. Commission representatives appeared before the National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) on June 3, 2002. The Committee recommended that MSCHE be granted the maximum five‑year recognition with no additional reporting.

Recognition by the U.S. Secretary of Education allows the Commission to serve as a gatekeeper to member institutions that participate in the federal Title IV programs.

Representing MSCHE at both hearings were: Dr. William B. DeLauder, CommissionChair and President, Delaware State University; Ms. Jean Avnet Morse, MSCHE Executive Director; Dr. John Erickson, Deputy Executive Director; and Ms. Mary Beth Kait, Assistant Director for Policy Development.

Panel to Advise on Information Literacy

An advisory panel will assist the Commission staff in developing a new handbook on information literacy. 

The handbook will provide guidance to institutions on interpreting and implementing, both daily and long‑range, the information literacy requirements in the revised standards, Characteristics of Excellence.

The panel members represent the perspectives of various institutional types, including:

Dr. Kimberly B. Kelley, Associate Provost, University of Maryland University College [Masters I, Public]; Dr. Thomas P. Mackey, Assistant Professor, School of Information Science and Policy, State University of New York at Albany [Doctoral/Research Extensive, Public]; Ms. Nancy Madacsi, Director, Taylor Memorial Learning Resource Center, Centenary College, NJ [Baccalaureate‑ General, Private (Non‑Profit)]; Dr. Terrence F. Mech, Director, D. Leonard Corgan Library, Kings College, PA [Masters II, Private (Non‑Profit)];

Ms. Marilyn Rosenthal, Associate Professor, Nassau Community College Library, NY [Associates, Public]; and Dr. Marjorie Warmkessel, Humanities Librarian and Library Instruction Coordinator, Millersville University of Pennsylvania [Masters I, Public].

Mr. Oswald Ratteray, MSCHE Assistant Director for Constituent Services and Special Programs, will facilitate the work of the advisory panel.

The final text should be published during the spring 2003 semester.

Update: Commission Activities Make Progress

International Pilot
The Commission continues to consider the accreditation of foreign institutions.

Based on research and recommendations from Dr. Alice Chandler, former president of SUNY College at New Paltz and Interim President at Ramapo College of New Jersey, who served as an MSCHE Fellow, the Commission invited Middle States institutions in Spring 2002 to nominate foreign institutions with which they have partnerships to consider applying for MSCHE accreditation.

At its June meeting, the Commission voted to invite several foreign institutions to provide more detailed information. At its November meeting, it will consider inviting selected institutions to apply for candidacy as a supplement to the existing MSCHE pilot project for accrediting foreign institutions.

The pilot project requires foreign applicants to meet the same standards as Middle States members. 

It operates under the provision of the MSCHE eligibility requirements in the revised Characteristics of Excellence (2002) that permits the accreditation of foreign institutions chartered outside of the U.S.

The pilot expands the long‑standing MSCHE policy of accrediting institutions that are chartered in the U.S. and operate abroad.

In addition, the Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions (C‑RAC) is considering the development of joint regional efforts to accredit foreign institutions.

Regarding accreditors and other international quality assurance agencies, the International Association of University Presidents (IAUP), the International Network of Quality Assurance Agencies for Higher Education (INQAAHE), and UNESCO have jointly proposed creating an international agency to review and certify these agencies.

Assessment Handbook
The work of the Advisory Panel on Student Learning and Assessment, created in June 2001, has resulted in the creation of a new handbook, Student Learning Assessment: Options and Resources.

Commission staff, led by Executive Associate Director MaryAnn Baenninger and Executive Director Jean Morse, have been supplementing the early drafts. The final version should be ready for distribution early in the fall semester 2002.

Assessment Website
An assessment website, designed around each chapter of the new handbook, will provide links to institutions and other resources with actual examples. The website also will be available in the fall through the Commissions main publications page, www.msache.org/pubs.html.
Non‑credit/Non‑degree
An advisory panel will be appointed to guide staff in designing and conducting an environmental scan of current certificate and related activities in postsecondary education. It also will assess the extent to which MSCHE already includes these activities within the scope of its accreditation reviews.

Mary Beth Kait, Assistant Director for Policy Development is the staff member for this project.

New Processes for Accreditation
The Task Force on Accreditation Processes continues to refine its proposals for revising the self‑study process and team visits, the interim periodic review reports, and procedures for candidacy and initial accreditation.

Drafts processes were sent to member and candidate institutions for comment. 

The Commission reviewed the revisions in June. Final proposals will be sent to members for vote this fall.

Elizabeth Sibolski, Executive Associate Director, is staffing this activity.

Technology in Evaluator Training
Deputy Director John Erickson is working closely with an instructional designer and a web site development consultant to create a website that will supplement the Commissions annual training of evaluators who have been assigned to teams.

This project is part of a larger vision to incorporate technology interactively in the training of both evaluators preparing for team visits and for institutions engaged in their decennial self‑study.

The first phase should be online prior to the September 19th training for evaluators assigned in 2003‑04.

Commission Actions: June 27, 2002

A Statement of Accreditation Status is available for each institution belw. Submit requests in writing to the Executive Director, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.
The Middle States Commission on Higher Education took the following actions at its meeting on June 27, 2002:

Request to Apply for Candidacy Granted
[3 institutions]
Education Direct, PA

Gibbs College, NJ

Zayed University, United Arab Emirates

Candidate for Accreditation Status Granted
[6 institutions]
American University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

Athabasca University, Canada

Bradley Academy for Visual Arts, PA

Columbia College, PR

Huertas Junior College, PR

International University in Geneva, Switzerland

Candidate for Accreditation Status to Cease
[1 institution]
United States Open University, DE (as of July 31, 2002 ‑ institution to close)

Initial Accreditation Granted
[3 institutions]
Bryant & Stratton, NY

Cambria County Area Community College, PA

Valley Forge Christian College, PA

Accreditation Reaffirmed via Evaluation Visit
[40 institutions]
Baltimore International College, MD

Bloomfield College, NJ

Bucks County Community College, PA

City University of New York ‑ LaGuardia Community College, NY

Clarion University of Pennsylvania, PA

Clinton Community College, NY

The College of New Rochelle, NY

Columbia Union College, MD

Community College of Baltimore County, MD

Delaware State University, DE

Dickinson College, PA

Dominican House of Studies, DC

Eastern University, PA

Escuela de Artes Plasticas de Puerto Rico, PR

Excelsior College, NY

Fashion Institute of Technology, NY

Finger Lakes Community College, NY

Georgetown University, DC

Harford Community College, MD

Hebrew Union College ‑ Jewish Institute of Religion, NY

ICPR Junior College, PR

Lebanon Valley College, PA

The Lutheran Theological Seminary ‑ Philadelphia, PA

Mansfield University of Pennsylvania, PA

Marymount Manhattan College, NY

New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJ

Pennsylvania College of Technology, PA

Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, NJ

Robert Morris College, PA

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez ‑ Universidad Metropolitana, PR

State University of New York ‑ College at Brockport, NY

State University of New York ‑ College at Cortland, NY

State University of New York ‑ Maritime College, NY

State University of New York ‑ College at Oswego, NY

State University of New York ‑ College at Plattsburgh, NY

State University of New York ‑ College at Potsdam, NY

State University of New York ‑ College at Purchase, NY

Sullivan County Community College, NY

Thomas Edison State College, NJ

Yeshiva University, NY

Warning Issued
[2 institutions]
Felician College, NJ

Unification Theological Seminary, NY

Accreditation to Cease
[2 institutions]
Marymount College, NY 

(as of July 1, 2002 ‑ consolidation with Fordham University)
MCP Hahnemann, PA 

(as of July 1, 2002 ‑ merger with Drexel University)
Substantive Change
[31 institutions]
Allegany College of Maryland, MD

The American University of Paris, France

American University of Puerto Rico, PR

Anne Arundel Community College, MD

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, PA

Chatham College, PA

College of Saint Elizabeth, NJ

Community College of Beaver County, PA

Coppin State College, MD

Delaware Valley College of Science and Agriculture, PA

The Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, PA

Harrisburg Area Community College, PA

Howard Community College, MD

Hudson Valley Community College, NY

Iona College, NY

Jefferson Community College, NY

Johns Hopkins University, MD

Keuka College, NY

Marist College, NY

MCP Hahnemann University, PA

Moravian College, PA

Mount Aloysius College, PA

Ocean County College, NJ

Pennsylvania College of Technology, PA

Prince Georges Community College, MD

The Sage Colleges, NY

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez ‑ Universidad del Turabo, PR

Tai Sophia Institute, MD

University of the District of Columbia, DC

University of Maryland, Baltimore, MD

University of Pennsylvania, PA

Follow‑up Reports/ Candidate Reports/Visits/ Developments
[66 institutions]
[(*) Reference to these institutions appears more than once in the Summary of Actions.  Reports and/or visits were required prior to MSCHE action.]
Albany Medical College, NY

Albright College, PA

American University in Beirut, Lebanon

*American University of Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

Assumption College for Sisters, NJ

*Athabasca University, Canada

Baltimore Hebrew University, MD

*Baltimore International College, MD

*Bradley Academy for Visual Arts, PA

Broome Community College, NY

California University of Pennsylvania, PA

Carlos Albizu University ‑ Miami Campus, FL

The Catholic University of America, DC

Cecil Community College, MD

Center for Advanced Manufacturing and Technology, PA

City University of New York ‑ Bernard M. Baruch College, NY

*Columbia College, PR

Community College of Allegheny County, PA

Drexel University, PA

*Education Direct, PA

Elmira College, NY

Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, PR

*Felician College, NJ

Franklin College Switzerland

Georgetown University, DC

*Gibbs College, NJ

Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Howard Community College, MD

Howard University, DC

*Huertas Junior College, PR

*ICPR Junior College, PR

*International University in Geneva, Switzerland

Jamestown Business College, NY

Lackawanna College, PA

Lutheran Theological Seminary ‑ Gettysburg, PA

Manhattanville College, NY

*Marymount College, NY

*MCP Hahnemann, PA

Mercer County Community College, NJ

Mount Saint Marys College and Seminary, MD

New York Chiropractic College, NY

New York Institute of Technology, NY

Northampton County Area Community College, PA

Nyack College, NY

Potomac College, DC

Ramapo College of New Jersey, NJ

Rockland Community College, NY

Rosemont College, PA

The Sage Colleges, NJ

St. Elizabeth College of Nursing, NY

Salem Community College, NJ

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez ‑ Universidad Metropolitana, PR

Slippery Rock University of Pennsylvania, PA

Technical Career Institutes, Inc., NY

U.S. Army War College, PA

*United States Open University, DE

University of Maryland, Baltimore County, MD

University of Pennsylvania, PA

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Humacao, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Rio Piedras, PR

Utica College, NY

Washington and Jefferson College, PA

Washington Theological Union, DC

Westchester Community College, NY

Wilkes University, PA

*Zayed University, United Arab Emirates

MSCHE Sponsors Workshop and Reception at AAHE Conference

In a new outreach effort, the Commission sponsored a workshop and reception at the annual assessment conference of the American Association for Higher Education (AAHE), which was held in Boston in June 2002.

A pre‑conference workshop on June 19 announced the Commissions forthcoming assessment handbook and website.

Panelists include Executive Director Jean Morse; Peter J. Gray, Syracuse University, and chair of the Advisory Panel on Student Learning and Assessment; and Linda Suskie, Towson University.

Over 300 people attended the MSCHE reception on June 20, which included a live Internet demonstration of the proposed new website.

CSS Appoints Nicklas as ED
The Middle States Commission on Secondary Schools (CSS) has appointed Dr. Susan Nicklas as its new executive director.

Nicklas was associate director of the Commission on Elementary Schools (CES) from 1986 to 1990. More recently, she served as deputy director of CSS, which has 1300 schools worldwide, and as director of the Committee on Institution‑Wide Accreditation (CIWA), a joint project of CSS and CES for 600 pre‑kindergarten to grade 12 schools. 

New Dues Approved
The membership approved a revised dues structure by 90.3% of the qualified votes.

New categories were created to provide finer gradations for the institutions with different educational and general expenditures, and modest increases were tailored for each category.

MSCHE dues were last increased in June 2001. 

