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Training Initiatives Slated for Fall 2003
Improved training this fall includes workshops for new chairs and evaluators assigned to visiting teams, regional workshops for experienced chairs and evaluators, and the Self‑Study Institute for institutions preparing to be evaluated.

New Chairs & Evaluators
The annual Workshop for New Team Chairs and Evaluators will be held in Philadelphia on Thursday, September 18. Ms. Patricia A. McGuire, President of Trinity College and Dr. Davie Jane Gilmour, President of the Pennsylvania College of Technology will be the plenary speakers.

Other co‑facilitators assisting MSCHE staff include Dr. William E. Kirwan, Chancellor of the University System of Maryland; Dr. R. Barbara Gitenstein, President of The College of New Jersey; Bro. Joseph F. Burke, Professor of Psychology at LaSalle University; Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, President of Houghton College; and Dr. Sean A. Fanelli, President of Nassau Community College.

Experienced Chairs & Evaluators
Four new regional workshops for experienced team chairs and evaluators have been designed to help experienced team chairs and evaluators apply the revised standards in Characteristics of Excellence (2002), as well as the revised processes that were recently adopted.

Dr. Carol S. Fixman, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of the Faculty at Philadelphia University, and Dr. Stephen R. Briggs, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at The College of New Jersey, are co‑facilitators for these regional workshops.

The regional workshops will be held in Baltimore on Monday, September 22; in Philadelphia on Monday, September 29; in New York City on Wednesday, October 1; and in Albany on Monday, October 13. Attendance at the regional workshops is by invitation only.

Self‑Study Institute
Institutions scheduled to be reviewed in 2005‑06 have been invited to send representatives to the Self‑ Study Institute in Philadelphia on November 11‑12. 

Participants will meet in plenary sessions for panel discussions and other presentations on basic concepts and strategies for the self‑study process. In breakout sessions, participants from similar sectors will discuss the critical issues and related materials.

Speakers and co‑facilitators include Dr. Jan Friedman, Assistant Professor of Nursing, and Dr. Penelope Smith, Professor of English, Gannon University; Dr. Jackson Kytle, Associate Provost for Academic Planning and Policy, New School University; Dr. Conrado Gempesaw, Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Planning, and Dr. Michael  Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research and Planning, University of Delaware; Dr. Warren Rosenberg, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Dr. Marie Ciardiello, Assistant to the Provost, Iona College; Dr. H. Samuel Case, Provost, and Dr. Pamela Regis, Professor of English, McDaniel College; Dr. Henry Linck, Vice Chancellor for Learning and Student Development, and Dr. Carol Sullivan, Professor of Nursing and Assistant to the Vice Chancellor for Learning and Student Development, Community College of Baltimore County; and Dr. Charles Gibly, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs, and Dr. Lisa Lawson, Associate Professor of Clinical Pharmacy and Assistant Dean of Pharmacy, University of the Sciences in Philadelphia.

New Information Literacy Guidelines Published
The Commission has released a new publication, Developing Research & Communication Skills: Guidelines for Information Literacy in the Curriculum.

The guidelines do not impose any new standards. Instead, they offer suggestions for how institutions can more fully meet the letter and spirit of the requirements for information literacy in the revised standards in Characteristics of Excellence (2002).

The guidelines offer options for integrating information literacy, seamlessly or explicitly, across the curriculum at the institutional, program, and course levels; the assessment of information literacy; and how to improve teaching and learning. The book includes many examples and syllabi from a variety of institutional types and disciplines.

The publication was developed by an advisory panel that was appointed in June 2002 (See CHE Letter, Fall 2002). Panel members also convened focus groups on their campuses to explore some of the best practices from the field. The guidelines may be purchased with the Publications Order Form at www.msache.org.

George Kuh and David Ward To Address Annual Conference
The Commissions annual conference at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel will feature two prominent speakers: Dr. George D. Kuh, Chancellors Professor of Higher Education, Indiana University‑Purdue University Indianapolis, and Dr. David Ward, President, American Council on Education.

The theme of the conference will be Decisions by Design: When Values and Priorities Collide.
This years conference will include a Networking Center that will incorporate the Breakfast Roundtable Discussions and the Poster Sessions held in previous years. However, the Center will be housed in an exhibit hall and also include an Internet Café, an MSCHE Bookstore and Resource Room, and an Assessment Clinic.

The Assessment Clinic will be staffed on a rotating basis by experts in assessment who will be able to answer questions that participants may have unique to their institutions. Attendees will be able to sign up for 20‑minute appointments on Monday, December 8.

Dr. Kuh, the opening keynote speaker on Monday, December 8, will discuss managing the tensions and obstacles related to using assesment results for purposes of quality assurance and institutional improvement. Kuh specializes in assessment strategies, campus cultures, and undergraduate out‑of‑class experiences.

Dr. Ward will explore key issues and current challenges facing the higher education community. He also will provide an update on the status of the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.

The presidents breakfast on Monday will continue to be an opportunity for CEOs to network with each other.

The panel sessions will include a dozen presentations developed by faculty and administrators in response to a Call for Proposals. The topics include a panel on information literacy and several panels on strategic planning, as well as panels on prior learning assessment programs, adult learning assessment, the first‑year experience, and balancing academics and athletics.

In addition, Commission staff will develop a session on issues relevant to the reauthorization of the Higher Education Act.

As usual, there will be an Informal Reception for Early Arrivals at registration on Sunday, December 7, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. The main reception will be held in The Networking Center on Monday from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., featuring recognition of those who served on the new Substantive Change Committee during the past year.

The 2003 conference was developed by a Planning Committee, chaired by Mr. Denis Clift, President, Joint Military Intelligence College. Other members include Dr. Artin Arslanian, Academic Vice President, Marist College; Dr. Barbara Bender, Associate Dean for Academic Support & Graduate Student Services, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey; Dr. Aristides Cruz, Academic Dean, Universidad Central del Caribe; Dr. Diane Husic, Professor of Chemistry, East Stroudsburg University of PA; Dr. Abraham Lackman, President, Commission on Independent Colleges & Universities; Dr. Wallace Smith, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Union County College; and Dr. Doris Withers, Vice President, Medgar Evers College, CUNY.

For a preliminary conference agenda and for information about registration, hotel reservations, and sightseeing in Philadelphia, go to www.msache.org.

No Child Left Behind for Higher Education?
Congress continues to express its concerns about the cost of higher education and its accountability to the public. It is likely that reauthorization of the Higher Education Act will be completed through several statutes during the next two years.

The House of Representatives has held several hearings, and its key staff expect the House to begin Committee markup after the August recess. Congress may attempt to require institutions to report their performance measures to the public, either directly through Title IV eligibility requirements or indirectly through accreditors. Obvious candidates for such measures are graduation, retention, job placement, and transfer rates. Other issues include monitoring the quality of distance education, relaxing institutional policies on the transfer of credits, and defining due process procedures broadly for accrediting organizations.

The House bill also is likely to include a requirement that accreditors make available a summary of an accrediting action and the significant findings supporting that action. A proposal by a member of the U.S. Secretary of Educations National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) would mandate greater reporting of student achievement and require notices accessible to students, explaining how complaints should be filed. A proposal by the Career College Association would require institutions to accept transfer credits from an institution accredited by a recognized agency, regardless of its course goals, content, or rigor.

All of the regional accreditors in the U.S. have been cooperating through their organization, the Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions (C‑RAC) and the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) to address the various legislative proposals.

Members of the higher education community must react quickly to influence the outcome of reauthorization. Please contact Executive Director Jean Avnet Morse with suggestions by e‑mail to  jmorse@msache.org or by telephone to 215‑662‑5606, Extension 25.

Three New Commissioners Appointed
The Commission appointed three new commissioners to replace outgoing commissioners.

Mr. Walter Chambers, retired Assistant Vice President of Bell Atlantic, was appointed to complete the term of Sheila Wellington. Mr. Chambers will serve as a public representative. He has served on the Boards of several Middle States institutions. The term of appointment ends December 2003.

Dr. R. Barbara Gitenstein, President of The College of New Jersey, was appointed to complete the unexpired term of Gary Stone. The term ends December 2004. Dr. Gitenstein has chaired Middle States evaluation teams and served on the Commissions task force that reviewed accreditation processes. 

Dr. Michael Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research & Planning at the University of Delaware, was appointed to complete the unexpired term of Mark Jacobs. Dr. Middaugh has extensive evaluation team experience and has served on several Commission committees including a task force for the review of Characteristics of Excellence. The term of his appointment ends December 2003. 

All members who were appointed are eligible to stand for election to their own term at the end of the term of appointment.

Farewell, Commissioners
The Commission and staff said farewell to departing Commissioners Dr. Mark Jacobs, Centennial Professor of Biology at Swarthmore College; Dr. Gary Stone, Executive Vice President of The American College; and Ms. Sheila Wellington, President, Catalyst, NY.

Dr. Jacobs is leaving the Middle States region to serve as the dean of the Barrett Honors College at Arizona State University in Tempe, Arizona. He joined the Commission in 1998 and was an active participant on several of the Commissions committees. He served as Vice Chair of the Commission from January 2003 through July 2003.

Dr. Stone joined the Commission in 1999 and was an active participant on the Committee on Evaluation Reports and Committee on PRR, as well as other ad hoc committees of the Commission. We wish Dr. Stone a relaxing and enjoyable retirement.

Ms. Wellington joined the Commission in November 2002 to replace a public representative who was no longer eligible to serve. Ms. Wellington now joins the faculty at the Stern School of Business at New York University and is herself no longer eligible to serve as a public representative on the Commission.

Ballots for Elections Mailed in September
Representatives of member colleges and universities soon will receive a ballot to elect members of the Commission on Higher Education who will begin their terms of service on January 1, 2004.

The candidates for election are Dr. James Maher, Senior Vice Chancellor & Provost, University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Claudio Prieto, Chancellor, InterAmerican University of Puerto Rico Metropolitan Campus; Dr. Elaine Ryan, President, College of Southern Maryland; Dr. Carol Scheman, Vice President for Government, Community, and Public Affairs, University of Pennsylvania; Dr. Michael Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research & Planning, University of Delaware; and Mr. Walter Chambers, a public member and retired Assistant Vice President of Bell Atlantic.

The Committee on Membership received 65 nominations in January 2003, and the Commission discussed the committee recommendations in June. The candidates reflect a balance with regard to states, types of institutions, and policy issues facing the Commission, including reauthorization.

Re‑elections
Three commissioners whose terms expire in December 2003 are eligible to serve a second term:

Dr. Kathleen Gavigan, public member and Attorney, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Dr. Carmen Neuberger, public member and Executive Director, American College Personnel Association, Washington, DC; and Dr. Carlos Hernandez, President, New Jersey City University. 

New Vice Chair
Dr. Karen Hitchcock, President of the State University of New York at Albany, was elected by the Commission to serve as Vice Chair. She joined the Commission in 2000 and will complete her second term in December 2005. As an officer, she will be eligible for election to a third term.

MSA Board of Trustees

The Bylaws of the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools (MSA), which is incorporated in Pennsylvania, authorize each Commission to elect its representatives on the MSA Board of Trustees. At its June meeting, the Commission on Higher Education elected Mr. David Hollowell to serve as a CHE representative on the Board from January 2004 to December 2006. Mr. Hollowell is the Executive Vice President of the University of Delaware. He has extensive experience as an evaluation team member and Periodic Review Report financial reviewer for the Commission, and he served on a task force to review Characteristics of Excellence and on the task force to reexamine accreditation processes once the standards were approved.

Commission Withdraws Policies, Revised Handbooks
As a result of revising its standards for accreditation in Characteristics of Excellence (2002), the Commission is reviewing each of its statements of policy or procedure, and it is revising all of its handbooks.

Policy Statements
The members have approved numerous policy statements over the past years as supplements to the basic accreditation standards. However, the recently revised standards incorporated many of the policies or other requirements from these supplemental documents in an effort to put in one place all requirements for accreditation. 

In March 2002, the Commission approved a new taxonomy for the documents that further categorizes them as policies, which are enforceable requirements of the Commission, or as guidelines, which are intended to provide additional direction, advice, or clarification to institutions.

Between March 2002 and June 2003, the Commission withdrew the following policy statements from its portfolio of Policies & Procedures: 

Accreditation and Evaluation of Multi‑Unit Institutions
Appraisal of Readiness for Initial Accreditation
Conditions and Responsibilities of Professional Employment in Higher Education
Distance Learning
The Evaluation and Accreditation Process
El Proceso de Evaluacion y Acreditacion
Functions of Boards of Trustees in Higher Education
General Education Requirements in Specialized Programs
Interruption of Educational Operations
Joint Evaluations with the Association of Theological Schools & CHE
Outcomes Assessment and

Postsecondary Educational Programs on Military Bases.
These documents were no longer considered necessary due to revisions in the standards, policies or procedures contained in more broad or overarching documents, including Characteristics of Excellence, the Designs for Excellence and the Candidacy handbooks, or other policy statements such as Contractual Relationships with Non‑Regionally Accredited Organizations.
Members should remove the withdrawn policies from the Policies and Procedures three‑ring binder. An updated Table of Contents may be downloaded at www.msache.org.

Handbooks
The Commission is completing the revision of all of its handbooks that guide institutions and reviewers through the various steps in the accreditation process.

A new Handbook for Conducting and Hosting an Evaluation Visit will combine and replace both the former Handbook for Chairing and Hosting and the Handbook for Evaluation Team Members. The revised document is expected to be published in fall 2003.

Middle States Meets New Global Quality Assurance Standards
Several international groups are working towards creating an international system for assuring the quality of national and regional agencies and organizations that review the quality of higher education institutions.

The International Network of Quality Assurance Agencies for Higher Education (INQAAHE) has voted to commend to its members a proposal for Principles of Good Practice for an External Quality Assurance Agency, which were developed jointly by the International Association of University Presidents (IAUP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and others.

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education determined at its June 2003 meeting that MSCHE meets all the INQAAHE principles. Other quality assurance agencies around the world are also planning to test themselves against the new guidelines.

The purpose of the new system is to assure the public that institutions are accredited or licensed by a reputable agency. It is intended to address the growing need for students, employers, and institutions to determine the quality of students and degrees from other countries.

The Principles cover such areas as the agencys mission, decision‑making processes, resources, documentation, use of external evaluators, information available to the public, appeals system, self‑review procedures, and collaboration with other agencies.

INQAAHE does not require compliance with the standards. However, the proposal is intended to be a first step toward building a consensus for exchanges, and it is a guideline for newly‑forming or developing quality assurance agencies. MSCHE has been very supportive of this and other international outreach efforts, including its own pilot project to accredit non‑U.S. institutions.

National Consensus Reached on Assessing Student Learning
All of the regional accreditors in the United States have adopted Principles for Good Practices relating to regional accreditation and student learning. The work on the project was funded by 

The Pew Charitable Trusts. The Principles explain what an accrediting commission should reasonably expect of itself and what an accrediting commission reasonably should expect of an institution.

For example, in reviewing the strength of the institutions claim that it is fulfilling its declared educational mission of student learning, the accreditor may review student learning outcomes, institutional processes, effective teaching and learning practices, and institutional capacity.

The institution should seek evidence from multiple sources to show how it sets clear learning goals, collects evidence of goal attainment, applies collective judgment as to the meaning and utility of the evidence, and uses the results to improve. Furthermore, all stakeholders in the institution should be involved in the process. The full text of the principles is posted on the MSCHE website at www.msache.org.

Revised PRR Processes and Spring PRR Workshops Launched in 2003
Institutions submitting their Periodic Review Reports (PRRs) in June 2005 and thereafter will do so under recently revised PRR processes. The Commissions Task Force on Accreditation Processes recommended the revisions, which the Commission approved with minor amendments in June 2002.

Handbook
The staff is revising the Handbook for Periodic Review Reports to reflect the process changes. The Handbook:

· streamlines the process and report format;

· encourages reliance on existing institutional documents and processes;

· aligns the PRR process with the 2002 accreditation standards, particularly those on the assessment of institutional effectiveness (Standard 7) and on the assessment of student learning (Standard 14);

· suggests a uniform format for the analyses of PRR reviewers; and incorporates eligibility requirements 1‑7 and all 14 accreditation standards as resources and as a framework for the PRR.

Workshops
The first workshops based on the revised PRR processes were offered in spring 2003 to institutions due to submit their PRRs in June 2005. A revised draft of the Handbook was distributed to workshop participants, and the final version will be published by the end of 2003.

Espada‑Santos Completes Term As 2002‑03 MSCHE Fellow
Sandra Espada‑Santos, former Executive Director and current Legal Council of the Puerto Rico Council on Higher Education (PRCHE), recently completed her term as an MSCHE Fellow. 

She provided several work products for the Commission as a result of her fellowship, including a translation into Spanish of the revised Characteristics of Excellence; a comparative analysis of the MSCHE standards and PRCHE regulations; a checklist for collaborative reviews between MSCHE and PRCHE; and guidelines for developing agreements on the evaluation process that will be followed during collaborative reviews.

Ms. Espada‑Santos led focus groups in Puerto Rico to discuss how to strengthen the strong collaboration that already exists between MSCHE and PRCHE. These discussions led to a proposal for revising the Memorandum of Understanding that MSCHE and PRCHE signed in 1995.

The revised Memorandum is scheduled to be signed by the leadership of both agencies at MSCHEs annual conference on December 8‑9, 2003 in Philadelphia.

MSCHE Website Has New Look
The Commissions website has been redesigned with a fresh look and a new site map that reorganizes the contents in a manner that should be more user‑friendly for a variety of different constituents.

The scope of the website has expanded steadily since it was first introduced in 1997. It now includes numerous PDF files that make print publications instantly available online. Staff also are considering how to improve the websites usefulness in support of the Commissions annual training programs for representatives of institutions in self‑study and for peer reviewers.

Commission Actions

March 5 and June 2526, 2003
A Statement of Accreditation Status is available for each institution below. Submit requests in writing to the Executive Director, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.

Commission actions also are available online, within 30 days of a scheduled Commission meeteing, at www.msache.org.
March Actions
Candidate for Accreditation Status Granted
[1 institution]

The Institute of World Politics, DC

Candidate for Accreditation Decision Postponed
[1 institution]

Gibbs College, NJ

Candidate for Accreditation Status Withdrawn
[1 institution]

York Technical Institute, PA 

(at the institutions request)

Initial Accreditation Granted
[2 institutions]

John Cabot University, Italy

Westchester Business Institute, NY

Accreditation Reaffirmed via Evaluation Visit
[10 institutions]

Bryn Athyn College, PA

Christ the King Seminary, NY

Iona College, NY

Keuka College, NY

Marist College, NY

Mercyhurst College, PA

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, PA

State University of New York ‑ College at Buffalo, NY

State University of New York ‑ College of Technology at Canton, NY

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, PA

Substantive Change
[28 institutions]

Additional Location(s)
American University, DC 

Frederick Community College, MD 

Keuka College, NY 

New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJ

Prince Georges Community College, MD

State University of New York at Albany, NY

University of Maryland Baltimore County, MD 

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, PA 

Westminster Theological Seminary, PA

Alternative Delivery Method(s)

American University, DC

Berkeley College, NY 

Bucks County Community College, PA 

Community Colleges of Baltimore County, MD

County College of Morris, NJ

Fashion Institute of Technology, NY

Frederick Community College, MD 

Lehigh University, PA

New School University, NY

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

State University of New York at Albany, NY 

University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, PA

New Degree Level(s)

Cedar Crest College, PA 

Daemen College, NY 

Mount Aloysius College, PA

New York Chiropractic College, NY

Roberts Wesleyan College, NY

Technological College of San Juan, PR

New Program(s)
Strayer University, DC 

Warning Issued
[1 institution]

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, PA

Probation
[1 institution]

Erie Community College, NY

Follow‑up Reports/Candidate Reports/ Visits/Developments
[26 institutions]

Art Institute of Pittsburgh, PA

Baltimore Hebrew University, MD

Electronic Data Processing College of Puerto Rico, PR

Erie Community College, NY

Evangelical School of Theology, PA

Gibbs College, NJ

Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Hood College, MD

The Institute of World Politics, DC

Jamestown Business College, NY

Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine, PA

Lehigh Carbon Community College, PA

Luzerne County Community College, PA

Northeastern Seminary, NY

Nyack College, NY

Ocean County College, NJ

Potomac College, DC

Richmond, The American International University in London, England

The Sage Colleges, NY

Salem Community College, NJ

Tai Sophia Institute, MD

Touro College, NY

Universidad Politecnica de Puerto Rico, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Cayey, PR

Washington Theological Union, DC

Westminster Theological Seminary, PA

June Actions
Candidate for Accreditation Status Granted
[4 institutions]

Art Institute of Pittsburgh, PA

Delaware College of Art and Design, DE

Education Direct Center for Degree Studies, PA

Northeastern Seminary, NY

Candidate Status Show Cause Issued
[2 institutions]

Globe Institute of Technology, NY

University College of Criminal Justice of Puerto Rico, PR

Initial Accreditation Granted
[2 institutions]

Ponce School of Medicine, PR

Universidad Central del Caribe, PR

Initial Accreditation Decision Postponed
[1 institution]

San Juan Bautista School of Medicine, PR

Accreditation Reaffirmed via Evaluation Visit
[42 institutions]

The American College, PA

Baltimore City Community College, MD

Cazenovia College, NY

Central Pennsylvania College, PA

Chestnut Hill College, PA

City University of New York ‑ John Jay College of Criminal Justice, NY

Corcoran College of Art and Design, DC

Delaware Technical and Community College ‑ Jack F. Owens Campus, DE

Delaware Technical and Community College ‑ Stanton/Wilmington Campus, DE

Delaware Technical and Community College ‑ Terry Campus, DE

Delaware Valley College of Science and Agriculture, PA

Dowling College, NY

Edinboro University of Pennsylvania, PA

Gannon University, PA

Helene Fuld College of Nursing of North General Hospital, NY

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Aguadilla Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Arecibo Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Barranquitas Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Bayamon Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Fajardo Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Guayama Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Metropolitan Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ Ponce Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ San German Campus, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ School of Law, PR

Inter American University of Puerto Rico ‑ School of Optometry, PR

Juniata College, PA

Keystone College, PA

Long Island University, NY

McDaniel College, MD

Medaille College, NY

Messiah College, PA

New School University, NY

Polytechnic University, NY

Reading Area Community College, PA

Saint Peters College, NJ

State University of New York ‑ College at Oneonta, NY

State University of New York ‑ College of Optometry, NY

Unification Theological Seminary, NY

Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, MD

Universidad Adventista de las Antillas, PR

Westmoreland County Community College, PA

Reaffirmation of Accreditation Postponed
[1 institution]

Pratt Institute, NY

Warning Issued
[1 institution]

Bayamon Central University, PR

Warning Continued
[1 institution]

Felician College, NJ

Substantive Change
[17 institutions]

Alternative Delivery Method  
Felician College, NJ

Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania, PA

Mansfield University of Pennsylvania, PA

Mohawk Valley Community College, NY

Monroe College, NY

Pace University, NY

Passaic County Community College, NJ

SUNY College of Technology at Alfred, NY

Syracuse University, NY

New Degree Level

Hobart and William Smith College, NY

Houghton College, NY

Additional Location
Montgomery County Community College, PA

Passaic County Community College, NJ

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, PA

West Chester University of Pennsylvania, PA

Change in Control

Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology, PA

New Program
University of the Virgin Islands, VI

Follow‑up Reports/Candidate Reports/Visits/Developments
[68 institutions]

[(*) Reference to these institutions appears more than once in the Summary of Actions. Reports and/or visits were required prior to MSCHE action.]
Albany Medicine College, NY

Albright College, PA

American University of Beirut, Lebanon

American University of Paris, France

Anne Arundel Community College, MD

*Art Institute of Pittsburgh, PA

Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania, PA

Bowie State University, MD

Bradley Academy of the Visual Arts, PA

Briarcliffe College, NY

Bryant & Stratton, NY

Carlos Albizu University ‑ San Juan Campus, PR

Carnegie Mellon University, PA

Center for Advanced Manufacturing and Technology, PA

College of Saint Elizabeth, NJ

Columbia Centro Universitario, PR

Columbia‑Greene Community College, NY

Concordia College, NY

*Delaware College of Art and Design, DE

Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary, PA

Eastern University, PA

*Education Direct Center for Degree Studies, PA

*Felician College, NJ

Gallaudet University, DC

*Globe Institute of Technology, NY

Hilbert College, NY

Huertas Junior College, PR

International University in Geneva, Switzerland

Jamestown Business College, NY

Jamestown Community College, NY

Kings College, PA

Lebanese American University, Lebanon

Moore College of Art and Design, PA

Moravian College, PA

Mount Aloysius College, PA

*Northeastern Seminary, NY

Nyack College, NY

Peirce College, PA

Pennsylvania Institute of Technology, PA

Point Park College, PA

Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico ‑ Arecibo Campus, PR

Prince Georges Community College, MD

Raritan Valley Community College, NJ

Rosemont College, PA

State University of New York ‑ College at Old Westbury, NY

State University of New York ‑ College of Agriculture and Technology at Cobleskill, NY

State University of New York ‑ Downstate Medical Center, NY

Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, NY

Sistema Universitario Ana G. Mendez ‑ Universidad del Este, PR

Southeastern University, DC

Tai Sophia Institute, MD

Touro College, NY

Ulster County Community College, NY

*Unification Theological Seminary, NY

Universidad Politecnica de Puerto Rico, PR

*University College of Criminal Justice of Puerto Rico, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Aguadilla, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Bayamon, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Carolina, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Medical Sciences Campus, PR

University of Puerto Rico ‑ Utuado, PR

University of the District of Columbia, DC

Valley Forge Military College, PA

Villa Maria College of Buffalo, NY

Wagner College, NY

Washington Bible College/Capital Bible Seminary, MD

Westminster College, PA

Widener University, PA.  
Follow‑up Actions Explained
As a part of an accreditation action, the Commission may require member institutions to submit a follow‑up report, such as  progress letter, a monitoring report, or a supplemental information report. In addition, it may require a follow‑up visit.

The Commission may require a follow‑up report and visit if it determines that there is a need for additional information about a specific area not adequately covered within the context of either the self‑study, the evaluation team visit, or the periodic review report. The Commission also may need to ensure that there is ongoing institutional attention to and progress in essential areas. A request for a follow‑up activity is tailored to the circumstances of each institution, and the report should be presented in the context of the institution as a whole.

In academic year 1999‑00, required 37 percent of the 159 institutions reviewed to submit follow‑up reports. The percentage increased to 43 percent of 184 institutions in 2000‑01, 
42 percent of 182 institutions in 2001‑02, and 51 percent of 173 institutions in 2002‑03.

These changes primarily reflect the Commissions increased emphasis on the need for institutions to demonstrate their focus on student learning outcomes and on institutional effectiveness.

Other prominent subjects for follow‑up reporting included planning, finances, enrollment, curriculum, faculty, and library/learning resources.

