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Newsletter

Winter 2007
Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104

Happy New Year!

In This Issue:
2007 Calendar of Events
· Dates have been set for workshops and institutes on student learning assessment, integrating planning and assessment, professional development for evaluation team chairs and team members, institutions in self-study, and the annual conference

Evaluators Wanted!
· The Commission is seeking to expand its corps of evaluators, especially those who have specific experience in finance, online programs, assessment, medical school/health related issues, enrollment management, general education, liberal studies in AA programs, graduate programs, and writing.
Senior Staff Changes at MSCHE
· Elizabeth Sibolski became Executive Vice President on January 1. Andrea Lex and Barbara Loftus joined MSCHE as Vice Presidents in 2007.

New Commissioners Elected
· Two commissioners who were completing unexpired terms of departing commissioners and four additional commissioners, including two new public members, were elected to their first terms, to serve from January 2007 to December 2009. Three other commissioners were elected to their second terms for the same period. A public member was elected to the Executive Committee.

U.S. Department of Education Explores Changes to Accreditation Requirements
· USDE Secretary Margaret Spellings convened a meeting of leaders in higher education to discuss how the federal regulatory process might be used to promote the goals outlined in the final report of her Commission on the Future of Higher Education.

Institutional Profile Data Collection Starts in February
· Data Collection for the 2006-07 Institutional Profile (IP) opens from February 13 to April 20, 2007. New features connect the IP to the MSCHE website, and posting inaccurate data could jeopardize an institution’s relations with its public and with the US Department of Education’s monitoring of Title IV eligibility.

MSCHE Improves Reporting of Institutional Information
· Some of the information that institutions submit on the Institutional Profile now is immediately available in MSCHE’s online Directory of institutions, along with a Statement of Accreditation Status (SAS). In addition, a Public Disclosure Statement also is posted when necessary.

New Format Tested for Annual Conference
· The 2006 Annual Conference tested a new format that added a full day of assessment topics and hosted exhibitors from companies and organizations serving higher education institutions. Featured speakers at the conference included Derek Bok, William Kirwan, Lucie Lapovsky, Michael Middaugh, Charlene Nunley, Linda Suskie, and J. Fredericks Volkwein.
MSCHE-SCUP Series Continues
· The MSCHE-SCUP Institute on Integrated Planning and Assessment, scheduled for January 28-30, 2007, at the University of Delaware Conference Center has sold out. Future institutes are being considered.
In Memoriam
· Mrs. Dorothy Heindel, former member of the Commission staff, died at age 90 on November 3, 2006.

2007 Calendar of Events

January 8-9
Student Learning Assessment Institute


University of Delaware Conference Center, Newark, DE

January 28-30

MSCHE-SCUP Institute on Integrated Planning & Assessment
(SCUP Step I)


University of Delaware Conference Center, Newark, DE

June tba
Student Learning Assessment Institute


Philadelphia, PA

June tba

MSCHE-SCUP Institute on Integrated Planning & Assessment 
(SCUP Step II)


Philadelphia, PA

August tba

Workshops on Assessment in General Education and on Understanding 
and Using Assessment Results


Puerto Rico

September tba

Workshops on Assessment in General Education and on Understanding 
and Using Assessment Results


Location tba
October 4
Workshop for New Chairs & Evaluators


By invitation only for chairs and evaluators assigned to teams in AY 2006-07.

Philadelphia, PA

November 5-6
The Self-Study Institute


By invitation only for institutions being evaluated in 2009-10.


University of Delaware Conference Center, Newark, DE

December 9
Workshop for Experienced Chairs & Evaluators

By invitation only for experienced chairs and evaluators assigned to teams in 
AY 2006-07.
Philadelphia Marriott Hotel Downtown

December 9-11
2007 MSCHE Annual Conference


Philadelphia Marriott Hotel Downtown

For more information on these events and to register, visit Events at www.msche.org.

Evaluators Wanted!

The Commission is seeking to expand its corps of evaluators, especially those who have specific experience in finance, online programs, assessment, medical school/health related issues, enrollment management, general education, liberal studies in AA programs, graduate programs, and writing.
 

Qualified candidates should submit by mail a copy of their curriculum vitae, along with an Evaluator Data Form that can be downloaded from the Commission's website, www.msche.org, under Publications/Forms On Line. Please send the material to Ms. Jean Avnet Morse, President, Middle States Commission on Higher Education, 3624 Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104.

 

For more information about the process, see the FAQ, "How do I become an evaluator?" under About Us/FAQ/The Commission's Structure and Process, or paste the following link into your browser: http://www.msche.org/?Nav1=ABOUT&Nav2=FAQ&Nav3=BECOMEEVAL.

 

Senior Staff Changes at MSCHE

Dr. Elizabeth H. Sibolski became Executive Vice President on January 1, 2007, replacing John Erickson, who served the Commission for 18 years (See Fall 2006 Newsletter).

Sibolski served as staff liaison to approximately 80 institutions and is responsible for managing the Commission’s communications, including training programs, and accreditation services. Prior to joining MSCHE, she was Director of University Planning and Research at The American University in Washington, DC. She also is a past president of the Society for College and University Planning (SCUP) and was a trustee of the Mortar Board National Foundation. She earned her Ph.D. in Public Administration at The American University. Her latest publication is Integrating Higher Education Planning and Assessment: A Practical Guide (SCUP, 2006), which she co-authored with David Hollowell and Michael F. Middaugh.
Dr. Andrea Lex joined the Commission staff in 2007 as a Vice President. For the past six years, she was the senior director, Student and Administrative Services, and Educational Outreach at the University of Washington, Seattle. Previously, she was the Associate Academic Vice President at Duquesne University and the Director of Institutional Research at the Community College of Allegheny County. She has served on several evaluation teams, both for Middle States and for the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities. In 2006-2007 she served as president of the Society for College and University Planning (SCUP). She earned her Ph.D. in Counselor Education and Research from the University of Pittsburgh.

Dr. Barbara S. Loftus also joined the Commission staff in 2007 as a Vice President. At Wilkes University in Wilkes-Barre, PA., she served as Interim Provost, Assistant Provost, Associate Provost, Faculty Associate to the President and Board of Trustees, Director of the MBA program, and Associate Professor of Business Administration. She is the author of numerous articles in professional journals and proceedings and twice received the Outstanding Faculty Service Award. As Wilkes University’s accreditation liaison officer, she prepared follow-up and periodic review reports. She has been a member of the MSCHE Committee on Substantive Change and has served on several evaluation teams. She earned her Ph.D. in Business Administration from Syracuse University.
New Commissioners Elected

Two commissioners appointed in 2006 to complete unexpired terms of departing commissioners were elected to their own first terms, from January 2007 to December 2009:

Dr. Margaret Mary Fitzpatrick, S.C. Dr. Fitzpatrick has been President of St. Thomas Aquinas College since 1995. She also served for more than 20 years at St. John’s University in a variety of positions, including Senior Vice President. Previously, she was the Campus Minister at Queensborough Community College. She was appointed to the Middle States Commission on Higher Education, beginning service in January 2006 to fill a vacancy. She earned her B.A. degree in Mathematics from Boston College, an M.A. from Fordham University, and the Ed.M and Ed.D. degrees from Columbia University. She serves on the Board of Trustees of Catholic University of America and on the National Board of Directors of the Association of Catholic Colleges and Universities, and she is a member of the National President’s Council of Division II of the National Collegiate Athletic Association.

Dr. Stephen Sweeny. Dr. Sweeny has been President of The College of New Rochelle since 1997 and served the institution for more than 20 years in a variety of capacities including Assistant to the President for Government Relations, Vice President for Planning, and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs. Dr. Sweeny received his B.A. degree in Spanish Literature from Catholic University of America, two M.A. degrees (Theology and Counseling Psychology) from Manhattan College, and a Ph.D. in Higher Education from New York University. He is a current board member of numerous organizations, including the Board of Trustees of Alverno College in Wisconsin, the Board of Trustees of the College of Saint Elizabeth in New Jersey, and the Board of Directors of Cardinal McCloskey Services of the Archdiocese of New York.

Four additional commissioners were elected to their first terms from January 2007 to December 2009, including two new public members:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Dr. Dora Carbonell. Elected as a “public member” of the Commission, Dr. Carbonell has extensive experience in higher education, including positions as Vice President for Academic and Student Affairs at International University in Geneva and as Rector of European University in Belgium. She was Associate Dean of the School of Business, Public Administration, and Information Technology at Long Island University, where she also served as Director of the Small Business Development Center. Dr. Carbonell is a graduate of the International Institute of the Americas in Puerto Rico. She received her Ed.M. and Ed.D. degrees in Adult and Higher Education from Teachers College of Columbia University.

Dr. Paul Hurley. Prior to becoming president of Trocaire College in Buffalo, NY in 1998, Paul Hurley served in various administrative capacities at Harrisburg Area Community College for almost 20 years, including Dean of Academic Affairs and Vice President for Planning, Assessment, and Faculty Development. Under his leadership, Trocaire College has broadened its curriculum from a traditional specialization in the health care fields to increased offerings in business and computer technology. Dr. Hurley is a graduate of Canisius College and has a Ph.D. in Rhetoric and Linguistics from Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Mary Johnson Osirim. Dr. Osirim is Professor of Sociology and Faculty Diversity Liaison at Bryn Mawr College. She is the former Co-director of the Center for Ethnicities, Communities and Social Policy; Chair of the Sociology Department; and Coordinator of Africana studies at Bryn Mawr College. She received her A.B. and Ph.D. degrees from Harvard University in Social Studies and Sociology respectively, and received the Master of Science degree from the London School of Economics in Sociology. Her teaching and research interests have focused on gender and development, race and ethnic relations, and the family and economic sociology in the English-speaking Caribbean and sub-Saharan Africa.

Mr. Mark A. Smith. Elected as a “public member” of the Commission, Mr. Smith is an attorney in private practice in Washington, DC. He received his undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland and his Juris Doctor from the University of Pennsylvania Law School. He was also a recipient of the Prettyman-Stiller Fellowship at the Georgetown University Law Center. Prior to entering private law practice, Mr. Smith served as a child advocacy attorney in the Legal Aid Bureau in Baltimore, MD and as Assistant United States Attorney in Washington, DC.

Three other commissioners were elected to their second terms during this same period:

Dr. Danielle Carr Ramdath, Public Member, and Program Officer for Higher Education, The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, NY; Dr. Michael Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research and Planning, University of Delaware, Newark, DE; and Dr. James Maher, Senior Vice Chancellor & Provost, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Dr. Karen Kershenstein, a “public member” and president of KWK Enterprises, Fairfax, VA, was elected to serve on the Commission’s Executive Committee. (For information on the role of the Committee, see the publication Handbook for Commission Members.)

U.S. Department of Education Explores
Changes to Accreditation Requirements

On November 29, 2006, USDE Secretary Margaret Spellings convened a meeting of leaders in higher education to discuss how the federal regulatory process might be used to promote the goals outlined in the final report of her Commission on the Future of Higher Education.

In her remarks during the meeting, Spellings explained her position that changes are needed “to help students and their families make more informed decisions about their futures.” Some of the information they need includes, “How long will it take to get a degree? Will this institution prepare me for the field I want to work in? How much is this education really going to cost? How much are students learning?”
Victoria Schay of the Secretary’s staff later indicated that in her view, there was support at the November meeting for the position that institutions and accreditors should work toward the four C’s: “Clear” statements of outcomes, expectations, measurements, and evidence; “Common” measurements and reports; “Consistency” across accreditors, in reviews by the Secretary’s National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI), and among institutions and programs; and “Comparability” by benchmarking, at least among comparable sectors of higher education.
The topic was explored further at December 4 and 5, 2006 meetings of NACIQI, which is the committee charged with reviewing petitions from accrediting organizations seeking USDE approval to act as “gatekeepers” for Title IV funds. The Secretary’s “recognition” of these accreditors enables accredited institutions to offer federal loans and grants to students. The only regional accreditor reviewed at that meeting, the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC), was requested to submit suggestions to NACIQI concerning the appropriate use of institutional outcomes data that it collects. MSCHE’s petition for re-recognition by USDE is scheduled for consideration in June 2007.
MSCHE is continuing to cooperate with other accreditors and higher education agencies to respond to the issues raised during these meetings regarding the accountability/comparability of higher education institutions; effectiveness, especially of student learning; transparency of assessment processes and results; and improvement of processes. MSCHE representatives also are meeting with congressional representatives and their staff.

New Format Tested for Annual Conference
The Commission’s 2006 annual conference was held at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel Downtown from December 6-8. It included a full day devoted entirely to assessment topics, including both presentations and interactive mini-workshops. The remaining one and a half days covered topics such as Keeping the Doors Open, Seeking Flexibility, Ensuring Accountability, and Surviving Self-Study.
Featured speakers included Derek C. Bok, President, Harvard University, who spoke about “Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education.” William E. Kirwan, Chancellor, University System of Maryland, and Lucie Lapovsky, Professor, Mercy College, led the luncheon plenary session on “Cost, Quality, and Access in Higher Education.” Charlene R. Nunley, President, Montgomery College, and a member of the Commission on the Future of Higher Education, discussed “Shaping the Future: The Secretary’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education.” Michael Middaugh, Assistant Vice President for Institutional Research and Planning, University of Delaware, and an MSCHE commissioner, addressed a special breakfast for presidents and another for vice presidents and provosts on “Integrating Planning and Assessment.” Linda Suskie, MSCHE Vice President, explained at a luncheon the “Middle States Expectations for the Assessment of Student Learning and Institutional Effectiveness.” J. Fredericks Volkwein, Professor and Senior Scientist, The Pennsylvania State University, opened the assessment track with a talk on “Coping with the Challenges of Assessment on Campus.”

The Networking Center—which normally includes breakfast and refreshment breaks for the remaining conference attendees, an Internet café, and the MSCHE bookstore—this year for the first time included 14 exhibitors from corporations and organizations that serve higher education institutions.

The 2007 annual conference will be held again at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel Downtown from December 9-11. The planning committee will meet in the New Year to determine the format for the next conference. The Call for Proposals and the Call for Exhibitors should go online in late February/early March. Proposals will be due in early May 2007.
MSCHE-SCUP Series Continues
A second MSCHE-SCUP Institute on Integrated Planning & Assessment, sponsored jointly with the Society for College and University Planning (SCUP), will be held on January 28-30. Registration is now closed. Future institutes are under consideration, and announcements will appear under Events on the MSCHE website at www.msche.org.
Participants in this institute will satisfy SCUP’s requirements for Step I, and individuals who also take SCUP’s Steps II and III will receive a certificate of completion.
Institutional Profile Data Collection Starts in February
Data Collection for the 2006-07 Institutional Profile (IP) will occur between February 13 and April 20, 2007. Notices are being sent to the person who completed the IP last year, with a reminder to the CEO’s office. Most of the institution’s data will have been reported already to IPEDS in its Fall 2006 and Winter 2007 collection, and reporting the same data to MSCHE should be routine. If an institution has not registered and begun entering data by March 1st, the CEO of the institution will be asked to appoint a new “keyholder” with access to the site.
MSCHE Improves Reporting of Institutional Information
Under a new system, the information that each institution reports on its Institutional Profile, including personnel changes and enrollment, automatically appears immediately in Directory of member and candidate institutions on the MSCHE website. 
The Statement of Accreditation Status is now available online at each institution’s Directory listing, drawn automatically from the MSCHE database. It includes a basic institutional profile and a list of the institution’s other locations where instruction occurs. Institutions that post inaccurate data, especially with regard to their other locations, could jeopardize the institution’s relations with the U.S. Department of Education, which monitors Title IV eligibility. The addresses of these locations must be exactly the same as those reported in the federal government’s IPEDS data collection.

In addition, a Public Disclosure Statement is posted for an institution when necessary to clarify Commission actions of removal, denial, warning, probation, show cause, and certain procedural actions affecting that institution.

In Memoriam

Mrs. Dorothy P. Heindel. The Commission regrets the passing of Mrs. Heindel, who died on November 3, 2006, at the age of 90 years. Mrs. Heindel served on the Commission staff from 1966 to 1985 as Administrative Secretary. She served under six executive secretaries/executive directors (now called presidents of the Commission): F. Taylor Jones, H.R. Kells, Martha E. Church, Harry W. Porter, Dorothy G. Peterson, and Robert Kirkwood. In retirement, she devoted a great deal of research to documenting the history of the Commission, providing a comprehensive chronology of members and chairs, published in the 75th Anniversary commemorative book, and her special historical contribution was to document interviews of past Commission chairs.

