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In This Issue:
USED Recognizes MSCHE for 5 More Years, and
Senate Proposes Changes in Process for Reviewing Accreditors
U.S. Secretary of Education has recognized the Middle States Commission on Higher Education for a period of five years without follow-up or condition. The Senate passed a bill that includes provisions for congressional appointment of the review committee members.
Senate Revises Accreditation & Reporting Requirements

USED withdrew its proposed regulations for accrediting organizations and higher education institutions, and the Senate passed a bill addressing accreditation issues.
Accreditation Seeks to Meet Public Needs for Information on Quality Assurance

MSCHE has included in its strategic plan projects that will address quality assurance issues raised in recent public debates, including continuing the improvement of existing activities to support institutions in setting, assessing, and disclosing learning goals and results; training volunteer peer reviewers; and clarifying expectations under the standards.

Registration Open for MSCHE Annual Conference

The MSCHE Annual Conference will begin with an opening plenary session on Sunday, December 9th, featuring Freeman Hrabowski. Other plenary speakers include Sylvia Hurtado and Linda Suskie on Monday, December 10th, and Marilee Bresciani on Tuesday, December 11th. Pre-conference workshops will be held on Sunday. An open forum follows lunch on Monday to discuss “Student Learning and Progress.” Also included will be a breakfast for presidents on “The Future for Accreditation” and a breakfast for accreditation liaison officers on “Middle States Expectations for the Role of the ALO.”
MSCHE Staff Meet State Representatives
Representatives of state education departments met with Commission staff to discuss recent developments in the states and in accreditation.
Regional Accrediting Staffs Discuss Common Issues
Senior staff members of regional accrediting organizations in the U.S. met in Virginia to discuss many issues of common interest.
Commission Actions Now On-Line

The formal actions on institutions that the Commission takes with regard to accreditation are now available on the Commission’s website at www.msche.org. Recent actions, as well as an archive of past actions, appear under Institutions/Recent Commission Actions, typically within 14 days after each Commission meeting.

MSCHE Welcomes New Vice Presidents and Administrative Assistants
Andrea Lex, University of Washington, Seattle, and Barbara Loftus, Wilkes University, joined the MSCHE staff as vice presidents, bringing expertise in planning and business administration. Abigail Mosebrook and Yashira Tirado joined as administrative assistants.
MSCHE Position Announcements

MSCHE is seeking applicants for two positions: an Institutional Research Analyst and an Events Manager.

MSA Hires Executive Vice President
The Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools has hired Hillel Levinson as Executive Vice President, a one-year consultancy, reporting to the MSA Board of Trustees.
Coming Events at MSCHE
Events scheduled for 2007, plus advance notice of planning for 2008, include assessment workshops and institutes, institutes on integrating planning and assessment, and annual professional development opportunities for representatives of institutions being reviewed in the next cycles.
USED Recognizes MSCHE for 5 More Years, and
Senate Proposes Changes in Process for Reviewing Accreditors
U.S. Secretary of Education has recognized the Middle States Commission on Higher Education for a period of five years without follow-up or condition. MSCHE has achieved a five-year period of recognition without conditions in each of its last three reviews.  

The Secretary recognizes regional accrediting organizations, and some national and specialized accreditors, for the purpose of determining which colleges and universities are eligible to participate in federally-funded programs, such as Title IV student financial aid.

The National Advisory Committee on Institutional Quality and Integrity (NACIQI) advises the U.S. Secretary of Education on which accreditors are eligible for recognition. At a NACIQI public hearing on May 30, 2007, MSCHE’s Chair and staff responded to questions from members of the Committee. Based on its review of the MSCHE’s petition and testimony, the Committee submitted its recommendation to the Secretary.

Meanwhile, Congress has questioned the role of NACIQI in the process for reviewing accreditors. Senate bill 1642 includes provisions to allow congressional appointment of some of the NACIQI members.

Senate Revises Accreditation & Reporting Requirements
The U.S. Department of Education has withdrawn its proposed regulations, previously described in the MSCHE Spring newsletter. Meanwhile, the Senate reauthorized the Higher Education Act by passing S. 1642, after making major revisions to the provisions regarding accreditation and reporting requirements for colleges and universities. The House of Representatives has not yet proposed a bill, but it expects to consider reauthorization of the Act in the Fall.
The key provisions of S. 1642 include:

· Each institution will establish its own criteria for success in student achievement, rather than requiring accreditors to establish uniform standards, as was the case in the original version of the proposed USED regulations. References to specific indicators of outcomes, “empirical evidence,” and “external indicators” also were dropped.

· A requirement for “appropriate” reporting of quantitative measures remains. This language is similar to existing law, and it replaces language in the proposed regulations that included mandatory requirements to report quantitative information to accreditors for vocational and professional programs.
· Institutions are not prohibited from having transfer policies that are based on the accreditation of the transferring institution, although MSCHE standards include such a provision.

· The committee appointed by the Secretary of Education to review the quality of accrediting organizations and to recommend whether or not the Secretary should recognize them would be replaced by a committee whose members would be appointed by the House, the Senate, and the Department of Education.
MSCHE is continuing its consultation with members of the House and others through the Council of Regional Accrediting Commissions (C-RAC) and with other national higher education organizations.

Accreditation Seeks to Meet Public Needs 
for Information on Quality Assurance

Accreditors and their member institutions have a window of opportunity to address quality assurance issues raised in recent public debates. Issues raised recently have included what assessments of student learning and progress are most appropriate, how to supply useful information to the public, and how to assure that clear standards are applied effectively and consistently. 
These issues and others have been identified in the report of the “Spellings Commission”; in regulations proposed by the U.S. Department of Education; in reviews of accreditors by NACIQI, the federal agency that oversees accreditors; by private groups; and by national higher education organizations. If these areas sound familiar, it is because the 2002 revision of the Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) standards addressed them. 
MSCHE believes that it should provide leadership in continuing to improve the credibility of accreditation decisions and the fairness of the process. It believes that improvements should proceed regardless of the outcome of pending federal legislation that may affect our members through changes in federal regulation of accreditors.
MSCHE has begun to define initiatives to achieve these goals. It has included in its strategic plan projects that will continue the improvement of existing activities to support institutions in setting, assessing, and disclosing learning goals and results; to train volunteer peer reviewers; and to clarify expectations under the standards.

The next step is to identify other initiatives. These might include such issues as the content and format of accreditation standards, the nature of accreditation reviews, and the most effective type of communication with the public.

MSCHE is, and always has been, a membership organization. Our first priority is member participation. The MSCHE annual conference in Philadelphia on December 9-11 will provide several opportunities for discussions among member institutions, staff, and Commissioners. [See next article in this newsletter.]
MSCHE will continue to keep everyone informed and involved as the process continues.

Registration Open for MSCHE Annual Conference

Registration opened on September 5th for the MSCHE Annual Conference, to be held at the Philadelphia Marriott Hotel Downtown on December 9-11, 2007.

For the first time, the kickoff for the main conference also will be held on a Sunday evening, December 9th, with an address by Freeman A. Hrabowski, President, The University of Maryland, Baltimore County, on “The Access Imperative & The Power of Stories.” The format this year also includes four pre-conference workshops with limited seating on Sunday morning and four on Sunday afternoon.

A plenary session on Monday morning will feature Sylvia Hurtado, Professor and Director of the Higher Education Research Institute, University of California-Los Angeles, speaking on “Preparing Students to Participate in a Diverse Democracy.”

A variety of concurrent sessions will be offered on Monday, December 10th, and Tuesday, Decemer 11th, designed for beginning, intermediate, and advanced audiences. 

An open forum will follow immediately after lunch on Monday, moderated by Linda Suskie, MSCHE Vice President, to discuss “Student Learning and Progress: Accountability and Transparency.” Other panelists will include the Commission Chair, Jessica Kozloff, President, Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania; Commission Vice Chair, Peter Burnham, President, Brookdale Community College; and Commission President, Jean Avnet Morse.

A breakfast on Monday for presidents will address “The Future for Middle States Accreditation” and a breakfast for accreditation liaison officers on Tuesday will explain “Middle States Expectations for the Role of the ALO.”

Marilee Bresciani, Associate Professor at San Diego State University will speak at the final plenary on Tuesday morning about “Uncovering General Learning: Presenting Findings of General Education within a Bottom-Line Business World.”

The Networking Center again will feature exhibitors of products and services useful for higher education institutions, eight poster sessions, breakfast, roundtable discussions, the MSCHE bookstore, an Internet Café, and a free coat check.

For more information, visit this event on the Commission’s website at www.msche.org .

MSCHE Staff Meet State Representatives

The senior staff at MSCHE met in Philadelphia with representatives of state education departments on July 23, 2007 to discuss recent developments in the states and in accreditation. These meetings have been held preiodically for many years.
One topic of interest was the potential for cooperation among states and with MSCHE regarding accountability for student achievement and for public disclosure.
Discussions also involved current state issues, regulations, and initiatives, as well as recent developments regarding accreditation, oversight, and specific MSCHE initiatives. Participants discussed the new MSCHE policy on institutions with “related entities,” such as non-profit and for-profit boards that exercise control over the affairs of an accredited institution. Staff updated the states on issues involving the accreditation of institutions abroad that are not chartered in one of the states in the region, and the increasing activities of domestic institutions in the international arena.

Attending the meeting were representatives from the District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. Representatives from Delaware, New York and Puerto Rico were unable to attend because of schedule conflicts.

Regional Accrediting Staffs Discuss Common Issues
Representatives of each regional accrediting organization in the U.S. met in Virginia, on August 27-30, 2007, to discuss the many common issues they face. The Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) was the host for this event, typically held every two or three years.
Keynote speakers included Congressman Robert “Bobby” Scott (D-VA), who serves on the House Committee on Education and Labor, among other committees, and Robert T. Jones, President, Education and Workforce Policy, LLC, and former president and CEO of the National Alliance of Business.

High priority topics this year included Congressional reauthorization of the Higher Education Act; the potential for increased federal regulation of the accrediting process through the U.S. Department of Education; and issues of “transparency”—the extent to which the accreditation process and its outcomes are accessible to, and understood by, the public. 
Other important issues included updates on emerging or continuing trends in higher education, such as regional oversight of substantive changes that institutions are experiencing as they adapt to a changing society and market demands, and rely on partnerships, consortia, and outsourcing to fulfill their missions; distance education; board governance; the accreditation of institutions not chartered in the U.S.; peer evaluator training; joint policies; conference planning; complaints; electronic document storage; and managing institutional “follow-up” to the Commission’s requests for specific actions.
MSCHE Welcomes New Vice Presidents and Administrative Assistants
Andrea Lex and Barbara Loftus joined the MSCHE staff as vice presidents, and Abigail Mosebrook and Yashira Tirado joined as administrative assistants. Some of the new staff bring considerable prior experience with accreditation, areas of expertise of major significance to the Commission, and Spanish fluency.
Andrea Lex was formerly the Senior Director, Student and Administrative Services and Educational Outreach at the University of Washington in Seattle, in addition to serving for more than a decade as a senior administrator at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh and at the Community College of Allegheny County. She is a member and former president of the Society for College and University Planning (SCUP). She earned her Ph.D. in the School of Education at the University of Pittsburgh.

Barbara Samuel Loftus previously was Associate Provost at Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, in addition to serving as Faculty Associate to the President and Associate Professor of Business Administration at Wilkes. She is a former officer of the Institute of Behavioral and Applied Management (IBAM). She earned her Ph.D. in Business Administration from the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University.

Two new administrative assistants also were hired. Abigail Mosebrook graduated with a bachelor’s degree from Philadelphia Biblical University in Langhorne, PA, and Yashira Tirado graduated with a master’s degree from the University of Turabo in Puerto Rico. Both have experience in higher education offices and will provide support for MSCHE staff in many areas. Ms. Tirado’s Spanish-language skills also will assist the Commission in communicating with its member institutions.
Commission Actions Now On-Line

The formal actions on institutions that the Commission takes with regard to accreditation are now available on the Commission’s website at www.msche.org. They appear under Institutions/Recent Commission Actions, typically within 14 days after each Commission meeting. There is also an archive on that website page of past Commission actions.

The full Commission meets in February/March, June, and November. The Commission’s Executive Committee meets several times between each full Commission meeting, and some of those meetings involve actions on institutional requests to approve substantive changes.

Details of the recent action(s) for each institution also appear in the Statement of Accreditation Status (SAS) that is available in the Directory listing for each institution. However, when an institution is on the agenda of the most recent Commission meeting (or Executive Committee meeting on substantive changes), detailed information about the Commission’s action are not available until the date that appears in the Directory listing.
MSCHE Position Announcements

MSCHE is seeking applicants for two positions:
Institutional Research Analyst. The Institutional Research Analyst reports to the Senior Director for Planning and Policy. The Analyst is responsible for planning, managing, and executing institutional research functions, including the collection of survey and other data, analysis of results, and presentation to audiences, such as the Commission, member institutions, other agencies, and the public.
Events Manager. The Events Manager reports to the Executive Vice President. The Events Manager is responsible for planning and managing all of the events the Commission offers, including conferences, workshops, and other meetings.

Complete job descriptions and application instructions are available on the MSCHE website, www.msche.org, under News/Other News.

MSA Hires Executive Vice President
The Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the corporate umbrella organization for the commissions on elementary, secondary, and higher education, has hired Hillel Levinson as Executive Vice President.

Formerly a commissioner for the Commission on Secondary Schools and CSS representative on the MSA Board, Levinson is a lawyer, businessman, and politician. He will serve in this half-time position as a consultant for one year, reporting to the MSA Board of Trustees. This non-permanent position will enable the Board to reevaluate its organizational and strategic needs in the coming year.

Levinson will be responsible for coordinating and overseeing all administrative functions of the Association’s Board. Additional responsibilities include advocating for the Association with other educational agencies and organizations, including governmental agencies.
Coming Events at MSCHE

Scheduled in 2007

September 10
Assessment in General Education Workshop





University of Delaware Conference Center




[Registration Closed!]
September 11
Using Assessment Results Workshop





University of Delaware Conference Center




[Registration Closed!]
October 4

Workshop for New Chairs & Evaluators





Sheraton Philadelphia Center City Hotel





(Invitation Only for AY 2007-08 Teams)

November 5-6
The Self-Study Institute





University of Delaware Conference Center





(Invitation Only for Institutions being Evaluated in AY 2009-10)

Scheduled in 2008
January 16-18
Student Learning Assessment Institute




Courtyard by Marriott Philadelphia Downtown
Januar 27-29
Integrating Planning & Assessment Institute:




Real Strategies for Real Institutions




University of Delaware Conference Center
April 8-9

Periodic Review Report Workshop




DoubleTree Hotel, Philadelphia





(Invitation Only for Institutions with PRRs Due in 2008 or 2009)

May 18-20

Student Learning Assessment Institute




University of Delaware Conference Center
May 21


A Basic Tool Box for Assessing Institutional Effectiveness





University of Delaware Conference Center

May 21-23

Integrating Planning & Assessment Institute:





Real Strategies for Real Institutions




University of Delaware Conference Center

August 11


Getting Started with Assessment in General Education





(A Drive-in Workshop)






San Juan, PR

August 12 

Understanding & Using Assessment Results




(A Drive-in Workshop)






San Juan, PR

September 15

Getting Started with Assessment in General Education






A Drive-in Workshop






University of Delaware Conference Center

September 16

Understanding & Using Assessment Results
A Drive-in Workshop






University of Delaware Conference Center
October tbd

Workshop for New Chairs and Evaluators






Location tbd






(Invitation Only for AY 2008-09 Teams)
November 10-11

The Self-Study Institute





DoubleTree Hotel, Philadelphia






(Invitation Only for Institutions being Evaluated in AY 2010-11)
December 7-9

MSCHE 2008 Annual Conference





Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel
-o0o-






